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Diary Dates 

March 2018 

2nd Women’s World Day of Prayer St Nonnas, Altarnun. 2.30pm. 

3rd Charity Coffee & Cake morning at Trebullett 10.30-12noon. 

5th St Piran’s Day Social Event. Central 7pm.(see ad page 10) 

8th Service at Cedar Grange 2.15pm. 

13th League of Prayer, Central, 7.30pm Spkrs: George & Henry Clayson,   
 Faith Mission.  

14th MWiB Spring Rally, Central 2.30pm. 

26-1/4 Trebullett Easter Discovery Trail (see page 3) 

27th Communion Service with prayers for healing, Central 10.15am.  

29th   Coads Green Maundy Thursday Service at 7-30pm 

29th   Maundy Thursday Communion Service at Lifton Methodist Church 
 7.30pm 

30th   United Good Friday Service at St Mary’s Church, Lifton at 10.30am.  
 Walk of Witness from Lifton Strawberry Fields leaving at 10.00am 

Details of Lent Lunches are on page10 

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 

 Marion Allen, Catherine Jones-Bastard and Pauline Daniel. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 

Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Har ley,                                     
Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 

 

All articles for the April issue to the Circuit Office  

no later than 15th March 2018. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 

Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     
guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 

 

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: admin@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  
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Dear Friends,    

This month sees us into Lent and it seems to me Christmas has only just 
gone. I wish we could fix the date of Easter (Say the 3rd. Sunday in 
April) this would make life so much easier for many, not least our school 
teachers.  

I remember a friend who decided he would give up drinking tea and     
coffee for Lent. Two weeks into this abstinence regime someone asked 
him how he was doing. “Not bad” he replied “except I’ve had to take    
caffeine tablets to keep me awake at work.” 

In recent years many organisations have encouraged us to take something 
on, visit people who are lonely, walk two miles a day, read a serious book, 
rather than give something up in Lent. I would not want to disparage 
these actions at all, but neither would I want to discourage abstinence, 
albeit temporary. A plethora of surveys on obesity, diet and mental 
health encourage me to look at some activity on a regular basis. Equally 
with many devotional exercises, refraining voluntarily from certain      
patterns of behaviour reaps both spiritual and physical benefits,           
especially within the context of a faith that believes that our bodies are 
important as well as our souls and should be cared for. 

The spiritual benefit has to do with how relationships require sacrifice. 
If you are going to get married you cannot expect to pursue the same 
lifestyle as you did as a single person. I was a morning person and at my 
best around 7.00 a.m. (Please note I said was) but you didn’t speak to me 
after 10.00p.m. Judith was exactly the opposite. In our first year of 
marriage some major adjustments had to be made by both of us. Some 
pastimes, some habits, some indulgences had to be sacrificed willingly as 
a sign of and to deepen our love. 

If our relationship with God is to be serious rather than a casual affair, 
there have to be deliberate decisions as regards the use of time, money 
and prayer which will consolidate the relationship and affirm its worth.  

But I said giving up particular habits or pleasures is good for the body as 
well as the soul – it shows who is in charge. Is my fondness for fast food 
in charge of me or am I in charge of it? Is my urge to buy new clothes a 
sign of fashion consciousness or of personal discontent? Is filling every 
hour of the day with business positive, or does it mean I can avoid having 
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March 2018 

Thu 1st Bude (via Widemouth Bay)       £8 

Sun 4th   Perranporth & St Piran’s Day celebrations    £12 

Wed 7th   Shopping trip to Truro      £14 

Thu 15th  Atlantic Village (shopping outlet) Bideford    £12 

Tue 20th   St Austell        £10 

Wed 21st  Lunch at the Pint & Post St Giles on the Heath   £5 

Wed 28th Bingo at St Mary’s church hall. 

Thu 29th Kingsand/Cawsand      £10 

 

Phone 01566 777960 10am to 12noon Mon to Fri. or leave message. 

Tuesday morning at Central Methodist Church Hall 9.30-11.30am. 

Email: launcestonredbus@gmail.com    http://www.littleredbus.org.uk 

Facebook: Little Red Bus Launceston 

C&))�� M&%'�'*! 

 

6th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by St Mary’s Church 

7th Lifton 10.30am  

3rd Trebullett 10.30-12 noon for Launceston Hosp. League of Friends 

10th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

14th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

13th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Lawrence House 

20th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Choral Society 

27th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by St Stephen’s Church 

www.lamc.org.uk 
Your Circuit website - have you checked it out recently? 

 

The circuit website at www.lamc.org.uk is a great way for the Launceston area 
to keep up to date with everything that is going on in the circuit’s churches and 
chapels. To take advantage of the site please send items to David Rogerson, 
Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412). Better still, if you 
have  access to email please send them to david@lamc.org.uk 
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CHARITY COFFEE AND CAKE MORNING FOR LAUNCESTON LEAGUE 
OF FRIENDS WHO SUPPORT THE WORK OF LAUNCESTON HOSPITAL 
AND THE COMMUNITY. 

SATURDAY 3rd MARCH 2018 -10.30 TO 12 NOON AT TREBULLETT HALL 

Launceston Hospital League of Friends was formed in 1971, to provide extras 
for patients. When the Medical Centre moved to Landlake Road we changed 
our constitution to include the community, allowing us to provide equipment for 
the Surgery and Community Nurses.  We have spent many thousands of 
pounds over the years on equipment for the hospital ensuring we have one of 
the best in the area. We give Birthday, Christmas, Easter, cards and Gifts to all 
patients in the hospital. We provide money for doctors and medical staff to    
purchase equipment, to benefit us, the patients, who use the surgery and the 
many departments at the hospital. A few of the departments which have      
benefited from our work are Ward Day Rooms, Wards, Physiotherapy,          
Out-patients, Consultants rooms, Midwives and Community Nurses,              
Occupational Therapy Department, Bereavement Counselling Room and all 
departments at the Medical Centre. Money for all our projects is achieved by 
fund raising, donations from groups and individuals in our area, and the many 
people who give donations in lieu of flowers. Our thanks and appreciation to all 
who support us in this valuable work. 

T%�< �& G=�''>< P�� )&% P�'��$&!� S '�>? 
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ollowing the success of our trip to Coventry for Revd Jo’s Ordination 
Service, it was suggested that a trip be organised to go by coach to 
Gwennap Pit for the Pentecost Service on 20th May 2018, starting at 

about 2.15pm, the week before our Wesley Day celebrations. This has been 
approved in principle by the circuit stewards and the date confirmed by Jenny, 
the administrator at Gwennap Pit. 

The coach would be from Tilleys Coaches, who provided such wonderful    
service to us on our trip to Coventry. The cost will, of course, depend on the 
cost of the coach and how many want to go. Those of us who went to        
Coventry all enjoyed our day and I am sure the majority will want to take the 
opportunity of attending the Pentecost Service at the Pit without having to 
drive. And, of course, Launceston to Gwennap is not as far as Launceston to 
Coventry! 

Just so I can get an idea of the number of people who would like a trip to 
Gwennap Pit to be there for this inspirational service, would you please      
contact me and register your interest. Once I have a rough idea of numbers, I 
can book a coach.  

Jill Price 

01579 370835 
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to deal with the realities of life – time for others, time for my family, 
time for God?  

Perhaps the term “nanny state” would not have to be used with regard to 
government intervention in matters of personal health and welfare if 
more of us were able to take charge of our own lifestyles rather than 
hand them over to the advertising agents or even peer or cultural 
“pressures.” 

This season gives us the opportunity to evaluate our own lifestyles and 
take back responsibility for them – a very Christian thing to do.  Happy 
Lent  

Keith   

T%�@ ����� M��A&��!� CA><��  E>!��% D�!$&B�%? T%>�� 

Come and discover the EASTER STORY as you follow a trail starting from   
Trekenner School and ending at Trebullett Chapel. From 26th March to 1st 
April, nine “stations” have been placed in various gardens and public places 
each depicting one of the events that happened leading up to Easter Day. At 
each of these “stations” there will be some information about the event as 
well as a stamp for you to put in the relevant box. 
See if you can find all nine stations and collect the different stamps. Leaflets 
for stamping can be found at www.lamc.org.uk or from jcsmart@me.com 
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Our second Breakfast Service was held on the first Sunday in February and 
led by Toni Cox the different factions of eating and worship interspersed 
smoothly allowing those present to have a meaningful time together. We were 
joined by friends from Boyton, St. Giles and the local community with Pat     
Perkin playing the organ. Sitting around long tables decorated with beautifully 
arranged spring flowers we started with a hymn and prayer, then enjoyed fruit 
juice and cereals followed by a truly delicious full English breakfast. Those 
who still had room  then had toast with a choice of preserves and tea or coffee.  
Led by Doris Daniel our younger members did the catering, they were Dorothy 
Blake, Sandra Smale and Pam Sobey.  

Mary Cole 

C&>�! G%��' 

We had our first Ignite Service for 2018 on February 4th. This was the first 
time we had done an All Age Ignite. The theme of the service was 'Glimpses 
of God in Creation' when we thought about where and when we have seen 
God through His creation. All the congregation where invited to make a       
creature out of play doh and to press their thumb print on it, just as God has 
His print on creation. This was followed by drawing around our hands onto 
card, cutting them out and then writing on them something we wanted to pray 
for - these were then put around a large cut out of the world. We also learnt 
about laminin: a cell adhesion molecule that holds our bodies together and the 
incredible thing is that it is in the shape of a cross. Our youth band did an 
amazing job in leading us in our last 2 worship songs. 

Some dates for your diary:   
May 11th St Josephs Choir. May 12th & 13th Sunday School Anniversary 

Margaret Venning 
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Tregadillett will be hosting the  

Ecumenical Study Group for Lent 2018   

Mondays - February 26th to March 26th. inclusive  

from 7.30- to 9.00pm. 
Theme - On the Third Day - the Resurrection Then and Now. 

You are warmly invited to join us for any or all of the above sessions. 

North Hill Branch of the Women’s World Day of Prayer  

will held at St Nonnas Church, Altarnun on Friday 2nd March 2018 at 
2.30pm. Speaker is Rev Deryn Roberts, Vicar at Altarnun. Refreshments 

will be provided and the service has been prepared by the Women of    
Suriname. Anyone is welcome to come and that includes men! 

CIRCUIT WORLD MISSIONS 

The Circuit World Mission event will be held at Central on Sunday        
4th March at 3pm when Mr. Andrew Dye is coming along to share a 

presentation of his work with a Mission Partner in Grenada and we shall 
look forward to hearing of his experiences. This will be followed by a 

Bring & Share tea Gifts for the tea would be much appreciated. Do come 
along and support the work of Mission in our Circuit. 

 

Methodist Women in Britain 
(Launceston Area Circuit) 

SPRING AFTERNOON 

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR FIVE A DAY? 

Come and Enjoy your Plate of 5 a Day! 

Come and enjoy listening to your 5 a Day! 

Bring and Buy Stall 

Wednesday 14th March at 2.30pm 

At Launceston Central Methodist Church 

Followed by Tea 

Come and join us for an afternoon of fellowship and fun 
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Knitting for Needy Children in Cornwall. 

Will all the kind ladies who knit or donate children's underwear, socks and 
toiletries for the above Charity please get your items to me by Sunday,18th 
March for delivery to Camborne by Easter. 

Thankyou , Sylvia Duke, tel.773782  

T&���� T=�''�'* 2 

Following the article in Spotlight last July about Toilet Twinning a number of 
generous people have donated towards the £240 needed to twin Launceston 
Central Methodist Church with a school toilet block. This sum of money has 
been sent off to the Toilet Twinning section of the Christian charity Tearfund. 
We have now received the framed certificate with a photograph on it of the 
school toilet block that we have twinned with – the school toilet block is in the 
Kabale District of Uganda. 

Twinning with a toilet block at a school encourages more children to take part in 
the education opportunities available to them because they have somewhere 
safe, private and hygienic to go to the toilet. The pupils' health is improved      
because they do not suffer so many diseases. 

There will be a Tuesday coffee morning on Tuesday 29th May at Central 
Church in order to hopefully raise enough money to twin with another school 
toilet block. It would be great to have some more offers of help for this coffee 
morning and to have items, especially home baking, to sell on the stall. Many 
thanks to all who are contributing to this worthwhile charity. 

Sue Howe (Central) 

OUTREACH MEETING FOR ALL 

with George and Harry Clayson, 

Faith Mission workers. 

Come and hear their amazing testimony 

Tuesday March 13th at 7.30pm 

in the Dingley Hall, 

 Launceston Central Methodist Church 

They will join the League of Prayer  

to provide an opportunity to bring friends and family  

to hear how the Gospel changes lives. 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Refreshments for all afterwards. 
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Full Set?  

The first week of February saw a visit to us by Bishop Chris. We were the only 
church within the Launceston Parish that he had not visited. Whilst the other 
churches of the town were invited to join us, they had their own services, and 
so, we had him to ourselves. This was his intention anyhow. We do have to 
ask `what is there about these peoples such as him?` In the past few years we 
have had Bishop Bill, Bishop Tim, Rev Steve Wild and especially the          
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, all of them having something 
`special`- something that `sets them apart` from others. Each of them are so 
different to each other but the one thing that unites them seems to an          
acceptance of their role within the church and all done with their own particular 
flair. Our latest visitor was extremely easy to listen to, and he has an aura of 
`we are all in this together`. His service was well appreciated and cups of tea/ 
coffee afterwards helped to make the occasion a good one to remember. I 
don`t think we have any more church hierarchy left to visit us!!!  

SAFARI SUPPER– Thursday 6th September- venues as before. We have       
already had a `block booking` of 13 come in!!                                                                  
Is the occasion that important to some??    

Terry Jones 

C�'�%>� 

Wednesday Fellowship 

At the meeting on 14th February we welcomed Mrs Val Carpenter to our 
meeting to talk about the Launceston Toy Library. Members really enjoyed 
hearing about this venture and thought it would be of interest to Spotlight 
readers and hence this report. 

Once Val had ended her teaching career she found herself at a loose end 
and gradually felt drawn to the idea of a Toy Library for the town. She         
investigated how other towns organise their toy libraries and having prayed 
about whether to go ahead, approached the Bridge Community Centre to ask 
if she could use their premises and get the venture up and running in        
Launceston.  That was eighteen months ago and the Launceston Toy Library 
has become established with a number of parents taking advantage of the 
large range of toys available. Parents (or grandparents!) pay an annual      
subscription and can then take toys on loan for two weeks.  They cater for 
ages 0 to 5 years.  Val and her helpers open on Tuesdays and Fridays when 
children and their parents can visit to choose toys. 

Members of the Wednesday Fellowship agreed that Val has established a 
really worthwhile project for the town and want to support her by spreading 
the word and encourage parents with young children to use the facility. 

Angela Noakes 



6 

L�)�&' 

We were joined by members from the Lifton Benefice Churches for the      
Christian Unity Service on Sunday 21st January which was led by Rev Anne 
Curnow, and Rev Tim Deacon who gave the address. The music was led by 
Mary and Leslie Mazur-Park, and the readings were by Elaine Shillaber and 
Mrs Vera Kneebone. The collection which was for Christian Aid amounted to 
£152.40.  Coffee and light refreshments were much enjoyed afterwards. 

Our February Family Service was led by Rev’ds Howard and Anne Curnow.  
The message passed on to the children was to be yourself, be content and be 
the best YOU, you can be as illustrated by the story of The Mixed-Up          
Chameleon and the Fable about a Pig.  Readings were by Gemma and      
Jessica, and the hymns were accompanied by Denise Gribble on the organ 
and Becky Martin on the flute, with the morning concluding with coffee and 
biscuits.  

An evening was greatly enjoyed by many of us from the chapel who went to 
see the performance of Fantastic Mr Fox recently held in the new Community 
Centre at Lifton. 

Coffee Mornings 

The next coffee morning will be on Wednesday March 7th at 10.30am at the 
chapel with David Gynn – ‘My passion for flying and all things aeronautical’.  
All are welcome. 

Wednesday April 4th – Coffee morning. 

Holy Week and Easter 

March 29th – 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service led by Rev Anne 
Curnow. 

March 30th – 10.30am – United Good Friday Service at St Mary’s Church, 
Lifton.  For those who wish to do so please meet at Lifton Strawberry Fields 
for a Walk of Witness leaving at 10.00am. 

April 1st  - 10.30am - Easter Sunday Family  Service with Communion led by 
Rev Anne Curnow.  All are welcome.  

Diane Northey 

T%�@ ����� 

Christmas was celebrated at various events as we looked forward in Advent to 
the day that commemorates our Saviour’s birth. Our annual Christmas meal 
and entertainment was very well attended and the programme went without 
hitch (well, nearly!). Of course, as usual, the various acts had been well       
rehearsed (??)! The supper was enjoyed by all and the entertainment drew 
much laughter from the audience.  A very good evening for all. On the 17th 
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Monthly Service at Cedar Grange Care Home 

The Spotlight editorial team is aware that there are several groups around the 
Circuit who visit local care homes and offer a Christian service for residents.  
This month we are looking at what happens at Cedar Grange, Launceston but 
perhaps other groups will be willing to share their activities with us over      
coming months. 

Services have been held at Cedar Grange for as long as the home has been 
open and before that the group from Central Methodist met monthly at Miller 
House (before it was closed and the new home, Cedar Grange, was opened) 
under the care of Ivor and Pauline Metherell, with June Davey on keyboard.  
Today the group meets under the care of Rev Malcolm Jones, who conducts a 
communion service once a quarter and other members share in leading        
worship under the guidance of Elizabeth Rodgers, local preacher.  We found 
early on that some of the frail among our congregation struggled to hold a hymn 
book and others could not read the small print. We therefore use hymn-sheets 
in large print which have proved very popular 

For February our theme was ‘love’ bearing in mind the proximity to 14 February 
and St Valentine!  Elizabeth led our service for a small number of residents and 
carers.  Marion Allen played the keyboard and Cathy Slocombe read from 1 
Corinthians 13 – that wonderful message from Paul about love. Our first hymn 
was ‘Let there be love shared among us’ which was enjoyed by all as it has a 
beautiful tune.  Elizabeth gave a short talk on the different kinds of love that we 
can experience during our lives – love of a parent for a child, romantic love, 
loyal love for comrades – but focussed our thoughts on that most precious love 
– that of God who was willing to give up his own son for us all.  Elizabeth gave 
an example of forgiving love using the song ‘Tie a yellow ribbon round the old 
oak tree’, showing us a ‘tree’ covered in yellow ribbons and telling the story be-
hind the song. Several residents remembered the song and were very touched 
by the story.   

After another couple of hymns, Elizabeth reminded us of the commitment of 
Ruth to her mother-in-law Naomi, ‘wherever you go I will go; wherever you live I 
will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.’          
Residents enjoyed the story of Ruth and were touched that the mother-in-law 
was so loved. Some were not aware that Ruth found love and married Boaz 
and that one of her descendants was King David and this family line led to     
Jesus himself. We finished our happy afternoon together singing ‘I’ve found a 
friend, O such a friend’ and closed with a benediction.    

Angela Noakes 
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These accounts are not church related but you may wish to say a prayer for 
each of them after reading this.  

`Bill` in his wisdom decided to install a smart meter for his electricity. No     
problem with that. The man duly arrived, and almost on completion says “ I 
cannot finish this- there is a screw missing”. Bill, always resourceful, says “ 
Haven`t you got  a spare screw?--I may have got one somewhere”.                                                                                      
“No” the man says  “Someone else will have to come to fix it”. Question – How 
many screws were missing?   

Now for `Ben`. Passing years dictate that things on the human body wear 
out—so hearing aids and a plate, with a few teeth on it, is all a part of every-
day life. So at bedtime the usual ritual of taking off hearing aids- leaving them 
on the sideboard downstairs- and then upstairs, into the bathroom to remove 
the teeth- put them in a cup with water, ready for the next day. You can say 
what happened next is a sign of an older age, or call it what you like. On this 
occasion--Into the bathroom- removes hearing aids—into the cup—underneath 
the tap- turns tap on—reaches for the next item—thinks “if I did not put the 
teeth, which I am now holding, into the cup =-then what did I do?” Reality 
dawns—then the thought “electricity and water does NOT mix”.  A degree of 
panic follows. Empts cup – shakes hearing aids- blows at them – tries them- 
they do not work!! -didn`t think they would--puts teeth in cup -then water- and 
goes to bed. Tomorrow will be another day.  Next morning they did work.                                                      
Ben promised himself that he would not do that again—but he might!! 

245 R�B�B� 

245 Revive meets at Central on the 2nd,4th and 5th Sunday evenings of the 
month when we are joined by friends from the Circuit chapels and local 
churches. 

In March we look forward to welcoming the Rev Paul Smith as our speaker on 
the 11th and 25th of the month. Paul comes every year and we always find his 
visits challenging and inspiring. 

We use mainly contemporary worship songs and on the 11th March these will 
be led by Jennie Kerwin and musicians from The Bridge. There are               
refreshments and a time for sharing fellowship together after the service. 

Do come and share in these uplifting times of worship ,prayer and teaching. 

Pauline Smith 
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December we had our Carol Service – the children enacted a Nativity and the 
service included many traditional carols. The church looked beautiful with the 
decorated and lit tree and the flowers on all the windows. A special Christmas 
Eve Café Style Service was held in the Hall on 24th December with carols 
sung along to the Kings College Choir’s Christmas Eve carols. A beautiful   
service to mark the Eve of Christ’s birth. On Christmas Day we held our usual 
Christmas Morning Service when the children brought along some of the     
presents they had received and entertained the congregation with            
demonstrations of their particular gifts.  January was a quiet month except for 
the Family Party which was held on the 5th January – even though it was 
held after Christmas it was the usual seasonal get together with lots of games 
and a traditional tea. 

Our own arrangement service on 11th February was conducted in a slightly 
different manner than our usual Sunday Services. 17 of us gathered in the 
Hall to enjoy coffee or tea and croissant before we sat together around the 
table for an informal café style service arranged by Jill. The theme of the     
service was Let Love Be Real and we opened by singing this beautiful hymn 
sung to the tune of Londonderry Air.   

Our quarterly charity coffee morning is on Saturday 3rd March when we will 
be supporting Launceston Hospital.  See separate advertisement for this.  We 
do hope that many of you will be able to come along and enjoy coffee and 
cake whilst supporting this local charity close to many of our hearts. 

Our Mothering Sunday Service on 11th March will be led by David Pett and 
will include Kids Aloud for the young people joining us on that date.  

Following Palm Sunday, we are organising an Easter Discovery Trail that will 
take place from Monday 26th March for the whole of Easter Week leading up 
to and including Easter Sunday on 1st April (see details in ad on page 3). 
There will be depictions of the stations of the cross all around Trebullett and 
its surrounds and children will be invited to travel around the various       
presentations and have a book to fill with the stamps that will be at each 
presentation. Our Easter Sunday Service will be Easter Praise at which the 
children will bring their stamped books and be presented with a small Easter 
gift. Coffee, tea and hot cross buns will be served after the service.   

Good Friday 30th March sees our Sectional Service at 11.15am led by Revd 
Jo and followed by the annual Lent Lunch. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Jill Price 
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Epiphany House Truro 

An Ecumenical Retreat House is holding two prayer and painting retreats this 
summer. 

The first is- 4-8th June 2018  and led by Maureen Edwards from Truro      
Methodist Church and Rev Derek Collins. Maureen is an experienced artist 
who exhibits regularly and she was also the editor of the Methodist Prayer 
Handbook for a number of years. 

The second is 24-28th September 2018 and is organised by the Creative Arts 
Retreat Movement with the theme "Watching and Waiting". Liz Millward and 
Rev Roger Cliften are leading this event. 

For other information contact Epiphany House on 01872272249 or on email 
retreat@epiphanyhouse.co.uk or via their website. 

B%��*� CA %$A 

During the months of January - March we have been going through our series 
looking at the Disciples, which has been a great series to challenge, inspire 
and help us learn. We are looking at every Disciple as Jesus called them. The 
sermons are able to be listened to on our website www.bridgechurchuk.org 

We are really excited for the work we do among the children and see over 
100 children engage per week through the following groups, After School 
Club on Monday from 4-5.30pm and a Shining Stars baby & toddler group 
that happens every Thursday from 9.15-11.30am and we have just added 
another group in from 1pm-2.30pm.  

The once a month Bible study for mums and tots has now moved to twice a 
month and we have also started doing a once a month disco in the softplay 
area which has seen a great connection between the children’s work in the 
church and the work of the Community Centre. 

We are just about to start an exciting Bible study series on the book of Mark 
and we are looking forward to where God is going to lead us in this. Cell 
groups are a great way of getting to know people and making friends and just 
having fun, so if you aren’t connected to one then please do get in touch. You 
do not need to be a part of the Bridge Church and we welcome everyone and 
anyone and have one nearly everyday of the week. Again all of our times and 
locations are on the website.  

The church is constantly changing and growing and we value your prayers as 
we continue to step forward and gain ground for the sake of the kingdom.  

God Bless. Sam Beazley. 
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Reproduced by kind permission of The Methodist Recorder 
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    BETTER - OFF TODAY 

‘twas not the same back years ago, 

‘tis summing all the old folks know; 

For things were differ’nt in them days 

For folks had then some awkward ways 

‘twas lamps and candles then for lights 

Back then on dismal winter nights. 

For cooking, warming, things were good 

‘cause what we used was coal and wood. 

Some say it is a dirty shame 

That things today are not the same 

I just don’t care what they might say 

I think we’re better off today. 

For now the light and fuel for fires  

Comes down to us throu’ these yer wires 

Once we got water from our well 

But now we’ve taps ‘tis proper swell 

‘tis better now than ‘twas before 

No need to carry it no more. 

And then today, we’ve got a phone 

Best gadget I’ve ever known 

You know the number – easy done 

Then you can talk to anyone. 

‘tis different now, ‘tis modern days 

Not like they hard old fashioned ways. 

We bought a wireless set, and we  

Can ‘ear this music all for free. 

Or there’s a bloke what’s real polite 

Who reads the news once every night. 

New learning we cannot ignore 

‘cause things are better since the war 

It’s easier for everyone 

And folks can have a lot more fun 

Thou some prefer the good old days 

New-fangled things get my praise. 

By the Late Ivan C Metherell                        
with Pauline’s permission 
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There’s No Business !!! 

Have you ever wondered, as you sit in your comfortable seats, what life is like 
backstage at a theatre or a concert? In fact any events that you are paying 
your money for. What is happening behind the scenes? Let me enlighten you. 
What is happening is mad, but generally controlled, panic. The comfort that 
you are enjoying is not very often, in my experience, the same for the 
‘workers’. The management struggle to accommodate sometimes as many as 
30 or 40 actors; this includes the mass of the ensemble, ages ranging from 10 
to, in my case 76 years old, & older into cramped backstage areas. Children 
must of course be kept separate, then the males and females kept apart, so 
already you have to find 4 separate dressing areas. Not easy I can tell you! 
Last year at STERTS, Upton Cross [The Theatre on the Moor], the production 
of ‘My Fair Lady’ required the men to use a gazebo in the driveway down to 
the back of the theatre; due to the number of changes of dresses for the la-
dies and the size of the dresses and hats, they needed all the dressing room 
space. Now as you will remember, last summer the weather consisted of rain 
followed by wind and rain , which was then  topped off by even more rain. On 
one occasion I came off at the end of the performance  to find that my shirt 
sleeve had slid into the little muddy stream, caused by the torrential rain  that 
came down the muddy driveway under the edge of the gazebo and on into 
and through our dressing room. The sleeve of my shirt acted as blotting paper 
and transferred the water up the arm and meant that I drove home in my vest 
- thankfully I was not stopped by the police! 

This year however, we are looking forward to a complete change for our four 
in-house productions - ‘Oliver’, ‘ Little shop of Horrors’,  ‘Steel Magnolias’ and  
‘ The History Boys ‘. Two large grants have given STERTS the opportunity to 
completely revamp their dressing room & back stage areas, which were     
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Singing, entertainment, readings and a Cornish supper. 
M.C: Bernard Tucker.  

Tickets £6 on sale from Maggie Macoun, Les Baker      
or John Fitzpatrick.  

Christian Aid News 

We enjoyed meeting Jill Stone our new Co-ordinator for Christian Aid in      
Devon, Cornwall, and the Scilly Isles, at our recent meeting. Jill told us about 
her time as a Volunteer on a 2 week visit to Columbia, and the importance of 
supporting people in those countries where living patterns are being changed 
by the loss of land for large scale agriculture development. The consequence 
of this action is the displacement of indigenous people, depriving them of a life 
in which the balance of nature is respected and cultural traditions swept aside. 

The meeting was enthusiastic about developing new ideas, and work has    
begun to obtain practical knowledge to make these happen. Jill will be a great 
support and brings knowledge and experience of work for Christian Aid in the 
Midlands prior to moving to the South West we appreciate her time with us and 
on future occasions. 

The next Christian Aid Meeting takes place on Weds March 21st from 7pm -
9pm in the Porch at Central Methodist Church.  

Trevor Cook 

Christian Aid Lent Lunches 2018 

Friday 9th March – Polyphant 12-1:30pm (please note NOT on Good Friday as 

stated elsewhere).  
Sunday 18th March - Coads Green after 11:00 am service.  

Friday 23rd March -  South Petherwin 12-2pm 

Friday 30th March - Trebullett after Good Friday Service at 11:15 am (45 mins) 

grubby, old & not at all fit for purpose. The cast, ensemble & crew will now 
have the luxury of new, clean dry dressing rooms with showers and, wonder 
of wonders, HOT WATER.  

 So do come along and see even happier faces on stage as we give our best 
to our audience who are the people who matter & who make the seemingly 
never ending rehearsals & line learning all worthwhile.  

Because we the actors know that, ‘There’s no Business like Show Business’.   

Peter Vernon 
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Thought for the Month 

For there is but one Saviour 

The One we crucified 

The lonely suffering Servant 

Who calls us to His side. 

F.Pratt Green 1903-2000 
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Some hymns are beyond criticism and “O Love that wilt not let me go” is one. 
It is beautiful devotional verse, in which the author, blind hymn writer George 
Matheson (1842-1906) takes different facets of the Christian life and turns 
them into metaphors for God’s dealings with us. Each one is developed with 
great wisdom and insight, the fruit of Matheson’s own prayers and reading. 
He was an able and promising student at Glasgow University when he began 
to lose his sight and although accounts vary, it is likely to have been almost 
completely gone by his early 20s and he may only have seen shadows and 
outlines. Nevertheless he became a great preacher and spiritual writer using 
first a secretary and then Braille and a typewriter. 

It is rare that the date of a hymn is known so exactly but George Matheson 
left a record. 

“My hymn was composed in the manse of Innelan (Argyleshire, Scotland) on 
the evening of the 6th of June, 1882, when I was 40 years of age,” he says. “I 
was alone in the manse at that time. It was the night of my sister’s marriage, 
and the rest of the family were staying overnight in Glasgow.” 

“Something happened to me, which was known only to myself, and which 
caused me the most severe mental suffering. The hymn was the fruit of that 
suffering” 

“It was the quickest bit of work I ever did in my life. I had the impression of 
having it dictated to me by some inward voice rather than working it out     
myself. I am quite sure that the whole work was completed in five minutes, 
and equally sure that it never received at my hands any retouching or        
correction. I have no natural gift of rhythm. All the other verses I have ever 
written are manufactured articles; this came like a dayspring from on high” 

Matheson said that he wrote the hymn in five minutes, but it was the fruit of a 
lifetime’s walk with God. When he says he felt it was “dictated by some in-
ward voice” we have no reason to doubt him. It is a distillation of all he had 
learned and felt and believed. 

The hymn is usually sung to St Margaret, by Albert Lister Peace (1844-1912), 
a gifted organist and composer. 

An edited version of an article by Dee Major in The Methodist Recorder and 
published here with permission. 


