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Diary Dates 

June 2018 

5th Communion service with prayers for healing, Dingley Hall, 10.15am. 

12th League of Prayer at Central 7.30pm.  

14th Service at Cedar Grange 2.15pm.  

16th Broadwood coffee morning, photograph exhibition & floral displays 
 10am-12. 

 Broadwood Variety Concert—local talent 7pm 

17th Concert by Tudor Musical Group at Yeolmbridge 3pm.  

19th Circuit Meeting at Polyphant 7.30pm.  

 

 

 

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 

 Marion Allen, Catherine Jones-Bastard and Pauline Daniel. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 

Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Har ley,                                     
Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 

 

All articles for the July/August issue to the Circuit Office  

no later than 15th June 2018. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 

Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     
guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 

 

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: admin@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  
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Dear Friends, 

Not too long ago we had the privilege of hosting Rev Martyn  
Atkins, the General Secretary of the Methodist Conference, and 
he has described the Methodist Church as “A Discipleship        
movement shaped for Mission”. 

He inspired us by preaching on the steps of Wesley Cottage in a 
tradition going back many years. But that tradition was born       
because the occupants of the cottage were welcoming to the first 
Methodist missionaries to Cornwall and looked after them before 
and after they had ventured across the wilds of Bodmin Moor. The 
missionaries were then part of a movement within the Church of 
England which desired to bring the good news to ordinary working 
folk. 

We are celebrating the anniversary of that experience that 
John Wesley had at the end of May 1738 when his heart was 
strangely warmed, and he realised that he personally was loved by 
God, and that he could make a difference by proclaiming the gospel 
message from the heart – but he still did so in a methodical (or 
should that be methodistical) way!  

As we enter June we begin the season of Pentecost when the 
coming of the Holy Spirit made such a difference to the disciples 
that the early church was born and many were converted and      
began to follow the Way of Jesus. The disciples were encouraged 
to move from the hidden shelter of a quiet room out on to the 
streets of Jerusalem, where they were so changed by the coming 
of the  Spirit that thousands of people there noticed and by the 
end of that day 3000 had become new followers of the Way. 

Perhaps we feel that we cannot be as enthusiastic or fired up as 
they were at that time, but for Christianity to mean anything in 
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June 2018 

Tues 5th Afternoon cuppa at The Engine House Callington  £6 

Wed 6th  Shopping trip to Truro        £14 

Thur 7th   Royal Cornwall Show Wadebridge    £12 

Sun  10th  Saltash Regatta       £10 

Sat   16th  Healeys Cider Farm Tour (Fathers Day Trip)*    £12 

Wed 20th  Lunch at Royal Inn Horsebridge     £8 

Sat   23rd  Falmouth Sea Shanty Festival     £14 

Thur 28th RHS Garden Rosemoor Great Torrington*   £10 

*Admission charges extra 

 

Phone 01566 777960 10am to 12noon Mon to Fri. or leave message. 

Tuesday morning at Central Methodist Church Hall 9.30-11.30am. 

Email: launcestonredbus@gmail.com 

Facebook: Little Red Bus Launceston 

C�""�� M�� � $� J� � 2018 

 

5th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by British Legion 

6th Lifton 10.30am  

6th Trebullett 10.30-12 noon 

9th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

13th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

12th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Club for Visually Impaired 

18th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by St Stephens church charity 

26th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Egloskerry Church 

www.lamc.org.uk 
Your Circuit website - have you checked it out recently? 

 

The circuit website at www.lamc.org.uk is a great way for the Launceston 
area to keep up to date with everything that is going on in the circuit’s churches 
and chapels. To take advantage of the site please send items to David Rog-
erson, Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412). Better still, 
if you have  access to email please send them to david@lamc.org.uk 
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our lives it must surely make a difference in how we live and with 
what we are prepared to share of our faith with those we meet. 

May we join with those first disciples, with the welcomers at 
Wesley Cottage, with the first missionaries to Cornwall, in           
recognising that we are Jesus’ disciples today, part of a movement 
which is still shaped for mission and has things to say to today’s 
society. Then we will be aware of God’s blessing as the Spirit helps 
us in our tasks, following in His will. 

Let us all prayerfully consider where the wind of the Spirit is 
blowing and where we are being led.  

May the Holy Spirit move us to new places and may it be that we 
won’t mind if we are given a shove in the right direction! 

God Bless 

Malcolm 
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Easter Sunday saw the chapel full to celebrate the empty tomb and the   
risen Christ. Oliver Strout competently read a lesson to open the service and 
Andrew Baker was the preacher and spoke on the resurrection of Jesus. The 
puppeteers sang along to ‘He is Alive’ with the addition of Easter bunny       
puppets! The service concluded with coffee, hot cross buns and Agnes’ 
scrumptious simnel cake. A wooden cross had been erected opposite the 
Chapel and Chapel and community friends were invited to place flowers 
around the cross. A moving and beautiful sight. 

Our ‘Soup and Sweet’ community lunch was a success when fifty eight    
people enjoyed a choice of soups, followed by  a selection of tasty puddings. 
Also the fortnightly coffee mornings have been really well attended. 

We recently celebrated 129 years of Methodism in Boyton with an own    
arrangement service, leading and sharing together. Samuel Strout confidently 
welcomed everyone and then said “let the party begin” which it did. It was a 
double celebration as Renee Tuff was celebrating her 80th birthday. Ruth Allin 
presented Renee with flowers and gifts from friends at the chapel and thanked 
her for her loyal support. Everyone was invited to sing Renee’s favourite hymn.  
What a friend we have in Jesus.  

We were delighted to welcome and meet members of the Cornish Methodist 
Historical Churches Association . They were on their annual pilgrimage, this 
year visiting chapels in north east Cornwall. Dr. John Lander, of the                        
association, spoke about important and not so important, features of the chapel 
and also Bennacott Chapel (now closed).  

From Friends at Boyton Chapel 
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 Wesley Cottage Quiet Day July 9th 10am to 3pm. 

“Taize Quiet Day” with Mr Andrew Nicholson 

 Wesley Cottage welcomes Andrew to lead us in a new venture for  Wesley 
Cottage as we enjoy a Taize quiet day. 

Due to limitations of space it is necessary to book your place in advance by 
emailing wesleycottage@live.co.uk or telephoning 01566 880265. 

There is no set charge to attend this day donations are welcome and a     
buffet lunch is provided. 

TREBULLETT CHAPELTREBULLETT CHAPELTREBULLETT CHAPELTREBULLETT CHAPEL    

STRAWBERRY TEASTRAWBERRY TEASTRAWBERRY TEASTRAWBERRY TEA    

SUNDAY 24TH JUNE 2018 

Teas will be served 
from 3.30pm to 5pm 

ADULTS £5.00  FAMILY Ticket at door 

Tickets from Chapel Members  
or at the door  

T&��$&� F�� T&� M� �& 

I am not what I might be, 

I am not what I ought to be 

I am not what I wish to be,  

I am not what I hope to be; 

But I thank God that I am not 
what once I was and can say 
with the great apostle, “By the 
grace of God I am what I am”. 

John Newton 
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Sunday 1st July 

at 6.30pm 

With Eric Rowland  

Youthful Spirit 

and 

Callington Town Band 

at 

Coads Green Sports Field 

Wanted - Two stools 

For 

Coads Green Chapel 

Please contact Janet Ham      

Tel no: 01566 770862    

Email: hamjanet@yahoo.com 
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For very many years Bernd and Christel Uhe from Germany have spent 
part of their holidays at Cullacott and whilst here have become part of the 
church family at Yeolmbridge. They are gifted musicians and over the years 
have used their musical ministry to enhance our services. Bernd plays our 
organ, they both play various instruments and are experienced singers. They 
often did an impromptu musical session at a service.  Whilst staying here 
they have enjoyed taking part in numerous Circuit events - playing the organ 
in various chapels, participating in safari suppers, attending choral concerts 
and whatever else was happening at the time. For the last few years 
Christel's brother Thomas and his wife Heike have joined them and we have 
enjoyed their musical abilities also. Thomas is an accomplished organist, 
Heike a delightful singer. 

Sadly Christel died last year after a very short illness but it was her wish 
that the rest of the family still came to Cullacott and to Yeolmbridge Chapel, 
which they did. 

This year Bernd, Thomas, Heike and some friends are coming again and 
have offered to give a concert at Yeolmbridge. It is to be held on Sunday, 
17th June at 3 pm ;to be followed by afternoon tea (see separate               
advertisement). 

The group are interested in Tudor music and aim to include this into their   
repertoire.  We expect it to be a very special occasion with glorious music 
filling every corner of our chapel and would love as many of you as possible 
to come and join us to support Bernd, his family and friends in this venture. 

Mary Cole 

P��%(&' � 

On Sunday 6th May we celebrated 130 years of worship at Polyphant. 
Anne Rowe provided an enjoyable service in which she took us through the 
letters of ‘POLYPHANT’. We thought we were in for a long morning until we 
realised that Prayer, Offertory, Lessons, (hymn) Yes, God is good was off to 
a flying start! Continuing with a sermon on the importance of Parables and 
ending with This, this is the God we adore, it was a very fitting message for 
our Anniversary service.  

The day continued with a Sankey Evening led by Julian Langston from 
Saltash which saw the chapel filled and singing that reached most of the  
village as the glorious weather allowed the doors to be opened. A pasty and 
celebration cake supper followed.  

‘We will praise Him for all that is past and trust Him for all that’s to come’. 

P.S Pam Harris is already planning the 135 year celebration. 

Jenny Creber 
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Our Chapel Anniversary was held on Sunday May 13th at 3pm, led by   
Richard and Sheila Burt from Trekenner. The theme of the service was ‘I am 
able, He is able’ and they also spoke about each hymn they had chosen with 
this theme in mind. The final Bible reading was taken from Hebrews Chapter 2 
verse 18 ‘ And now he can help those who are tempted, because he himself 
suffered and was tempted.’ The service concluded with the rousing hymn,’ And 
Can It Be That I Should Gain’ written by Charles Wesley. 

The Chapel had been beautifully decorated for this occasion and a delicious 
afternoon tea was served in the schoolroom after the service, and where a 
good catch up with friends and some new acquaintances were made.  

Mary Stoneman 

L�"��  

Our Junior Church Anniversary was held at the end of April and was a great 
success.  Unfortunately Philip Parsons was unable to take the service as 
planned but thank you to Jo, his wife, who stood in for him,  and led a superb 
and fun service involving  balloons, and a long line of pegged letters spelling 
out the word  ‘CELEBRATION’.  The children took part in the service with    
prayers and a poem by Primrose and Florence, and readings by Primrose, 
Jemma, Florence and Jessica.  Kum Ba Ya was melodiously sung by Jemma, 
Anna, Jessica and Katie with mums Becky Martin and Jo Maynard. During the 
service the children were presented with books for attendance during the year.  
The organist was Denise Gribble, accompanied by Becky Martin on flute and 
Frank Arscott on trumpet.  

Following the service coffee and light refreshments were greatly enjoyed, 
together with chocolate buns made by Jessica and Katie raising monies for 
JMA. 

Coffee Mornings 

The next monthly coffee morning will be on Wednesday 6th June at 
10.30am at the chapel with Rev Cathy Arscott – ‘Adventures with Sam!’   All 
are welcome. 

Coffee morning – Wednesday 4th July at 10.30am. 

          Diane Northey 

When the civil war in our nature has been brought to an end and 
we are at peace with ourselves, then we ourselves will become 
peace. Only then can we be true to the name of Christ we bear. 

Gregory of Nyssa (c330-94)  
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Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. 

Martin Luther King  

Try to be at peace with everyone, and try to live a 
holy life, because no one will see the Lord without it. 

Hebrews ch 12 v 14  

I was asked why I don't participate in anti-war 
demonstrations. I said I will never do that, but as 
soon as you have a pro-peace rally, I'll be there. 

Mother Teresa  

Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good 
put together that overwhelm the world. 

Desmond Tutu  

I like to believe that people in the long run are going to do 
more to promote peace than our governments. Indeed I 
think that people want peace so much that one of these 
days governments had better get out of the way and let 
them have it. 

Dwight D Eisenhower  

What can you do to promote world peace? 
Go home and love your family. 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)  

M��� Q���'��� � "��> �&� 
E'���� O""��� $ S��:��� 

(See page 16) 
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he reason so many of us keep a garden is surely because it is so 
easy. You stick a plant in the ground and it grows into something 
of great beauty. If you don’t like it you get rid of it. Garden centres 
keep shelves of killing agents to do just that. Or perhaps you can 

vent your spleen on some other innocent living thing that takes up residence 
with you! 

You may have a little plot that is visible more to others than to yourself so 
that it appeals to your sense of order. Or you may have one seen only by 
yourself and justify neglect by calling it a ‘wildlife garden’. 

To some gardening equates with food production. ‘Dig for Victory’ during 
the Second World War set many off on a path of self-sufficiency even if the 
cost plus energy expended exceeded that of buying at the greengrocers shop.  

Gardening has been described as a soul-enlivening occupation but if your 
plot has been savaged by the ‘Beast from the East’ or by slugs, snails or vine 
weevil you must look elsewhere for your comfort. 

To the non-gardener the weather forecast is of passing interest only. 
Should I pop an umbrella in the car this afternoon? To the gardener (as well 
as the sailor) it becomes a matter of life or death. The timing of a late frost 
coinciding with the pear blossom, the wind strength with the emerging leaves 
or the lack of rain when you are on holiday all provide endless opportunities 
for a grumble. 

To some gardening is all about acquisition, just like collecting stamps or 
antiques. Endless opportunities for classification, comparison and labelling 
are afforded. Or to some it is the case of ‘mine is bigger than yours’ that turns 
them on and feeds their competitive spirit. 

For me it affords relaxation, recreation quite literally and gentle exercise 
especially if someone is doing the hard graft and a chance to reflect on the 
wonders of nature. 

An old friend who was losing his memory confessed to me that life was so 
much more exciting – everything and everywhere was new to him. There’s 
comfort in that.                                                                                                                                      
               J. Mann 

The ladies of Central who prepared the refreshments 
after the Thanksgiving Service for Janet Barriball would 
like to thank all those who contributed food, donated 
money or helped. 

The balance of donations was given to St Luke’s       
Hospice, one of Janet’s chosen charities. 
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Sunday 15th April saw our Chapel Anniversary when we celebrated 208 
years of Methodist Worship at Trebullett.  Our special service was led by Revd 
Cathy Arscott after which members and friends gathered at Trethorne Leisure 
Farm for an excellent carvery meal.  It was a joyful time of companionship to 
demonstrate how God has worked for the people in this parish for so long.  In 
this time when so many places of worship are having to close as members 
have grown less, it is good to know that Trebullett is still flourishing and playing 
its part in our community. 

Our young people led by Sheila Burt organised and conducted our Youth 
Praise Service on 6th May. The theme of the service was listening and getting 
to know people and, of course, God.  It is only by listening to others that we 
know them.  Richard Burt volunteered himself and asked what did everyone 
know about him?  He then recounted some of his life experiences and at the 
end of the service the young people were then asked again what they knew 
about him.  Because they had listened to what Richard had to say, they knew a 
lot more than they did before.  It’s the same with God, if we don’t listen to what 
He has to say to us then we won’t know about Him but if we pray and listen we 
will find we know what He is saying to us. 

Our next event is our Annual Strawberry Tea on Sunday afternoon 24th 
June from 3.30pm to 5pm.  Please come and join us – you will be very          
welcome. 

Jill Price 

 

C�'�� G���   
Charity Concert with St Joseph’s School choirs 

A truly memorable occasion; very special indeed. 

The church was beautifully set up with flowers, coloured lighting and a tiered 
stage. The audience squashed in downstairs, and had an evening that defied 
all expectation. The broad programme carefully devised by Lis and Jonathan 
Mann included pieces performed at the National Festival, also a solo from the        
Messiah, spirituals and many light hearted songs that featured the Chamber 
choir, Canzonetta, Boy’s choir and several soloists. How fortunate we were to 

No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or 
his background, or his religion. People learn to hate, and if they can learn to 
hate they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the human 
heart than its opposite. 

Nelson Mandela  
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have this nationally acclaimed choir visiting the church for the third time. A great 
deal of rapturous applause and a standing ovation followed the final piece, 
Rhythm of Life; the choirs massed to include several members of the LMVC 
and Jonathan and Lis playing together on the piano. 

The concert ended with refreshments and a great deal of chat and          
continued buzz. 

To top the evening £544 was raised for Cancer Research UK and the      
Sunday School. 

Another chance to hear the choir will be June 15th at Central; a combined 
concert with LMVC. 

Kate Loe 

 

We celebrated our Sunday School Anniversary on 12th & 13th May. What 
glorious sunshine there was for the event, in fact—perfect. 

There was a performance on the Saturday afternoon followed by a tea    
party. On the Sunday morning Mrs Eva Paynter led the service, the story the 
children portrayed this year was ‘Jonah and the whale’.  

Alice, Sarah and Josie began by narrating the story. Jonah, played by    
Robbie, was a good man who unusually did what God told him. One day God 
told Jonah to go to the great  Assyrian city of Nineveh where he was to tell the 
people that God had seen that they were wicked in some of their ways and  
forever fighting and falling out and having lots of disagreements. Theo, Thomas 
and Isabelle were some of the people.   

Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh, instead he hurried to the port of Joppa 
where a ship was sailing to Tarshish, Jonah thought God would not see him 
there.  

Jonah and the other passengers got on board the boat - a red dingy that just 
about took up the platform. Soon they were out in the open sea and a storm 
blew up, it had been sent by God.  

The passengers were terrified but Jonah was asleep in the bottom of the 
boat. The captain went to wake him up and told him to pray to God to save 
them. Jonah said he couldn’t as he was running away from God. The only thing 
to do was for Jonah to jump overboard and all the while the waves were getting 
higher.  

Depicting the storm were Alice and Josie in blue costumes dancing  the 
movements of the large waves. It was so full of their unique movements it was 
awesome. The two girls had worked out the choreography themselves.  

A duet, sung by Hattie and Charlotte, was entitled ’The waves grew high and 
the ship began to roll’. At this point Jonah jumped into the sea.  

The little tackers some as young as two, all with a smile on their faces came 
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hank you to all who were able to make the quiz night fund raiser for 
my mission trip to Uganda with Launceston College in July of this 
year. 

14 teams of 6 cosied up at the Talking Donkey café at the Bridge            
Community Centre for a fun Quiz evening led by question master John Gunner. 
Ten questions in each round varied from popular culture to watching a Two 
Ronnies amusing clip to the nearest to sport round John would go...an Olympic 
round! Extra bonus points could be gained by an impromptu music question 
between each round when John would break in to song and we could guess 
song title and who sung it. Singing along with John just added to the fun!       
Refreshments were served at half time with Jane Gunner running the bar,     
serving a variety of drinks, including a cup of tea and hot chocolates with cream 
and marsh mallows! Several businesses around the town had kindly donated 
fabulous draw prizes and tickets were put on them for people to see if they had 
won anything at the end of the evening. A great fun evening for an amazing 
cause, I thanked John and Jane and all who came. I also would like to thank 
everyone who has given me a donation towards this trip and I am thrilled to say 
in total I raised £870.05. This has been given to the College fund and over and 
above expenses the remainder will go towards laptops we can take to the     
Bunjakko School. As a group we have all raised so much that above our        
expenses we have been able to buy solar panels and have covered the cost of 
all the paint we need to take for decorating the new school premises! 

This is such an amazing opportunity and I really appreciate all of your       
support to help me on my way and will need your prayers 21st -30th July! 

Thank you Lydia (Duke)  

Yeolmbridge Methodist Church 

Sunday, 17th June, 2018 at 3pm 

'From Germany with Love' 

Tudor Music for a Summer Afternoon. 

(A rare opportunity not to be missed.) 

Chairman - Mrs Mary Hills 

To be followed by afternoon tea. 

Peace does not mean an absence of conflicts; differences will     
always be there. Peace means solving these differences through 
peaceful means; through dialogue, education, knowledge and 
through humane ways. 

Dalai Lama xiv  
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arch 1st 2016 was a big day in the Burt household – the day we 
moved into our new home in Trekenner, Launceston. Things 
had been happening very quickly. One week we were living in 
our home in Windsor, waiting anxiously to hear that the sale 

had gone through and contracts been exchanged and the next week we 
found ourselves homeless – of no fixed abode! 

How had that happened so quickly? We were happily living in Windsor for 
35 years  but then we began to feel unsettled and we found ourselves asking 
the Lord why – was it possible he might want us to move. 

Our home in Windsor had been special to us as Richard’s father had built 
it and it truly was the family home. We were waiting for a word from the Lord 
about it and he spoke through Genesis 12 v 1 ‘Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house unto a land that I will show 
thee.’ This spoke to us clearly and specifically for three reasons. We would be 
leaving our 2 daughters in Windsor, the reference to thy father’s house was 
particularly relevant in our case and our son and family had just moved to 
Cornwall. 

Eventually we found a bungalow in Trekenner and it was then that the 
practicalities kicked in with me – I was a town person, could I live in a small 
village in the country? Back to the Lord with that question and back came the 
answer ‘See there is a small village nearby. Please let me go there. All right 
said the angel, I will grant your request.’ Genesis 19 v 20  ‘Feel free to buy 
property there’ Genesis 34 v 10. 

So here we are, happily settled in Cornwall for 2 years. Is it very different 
to living in Windsor? We do not miss the traffic and have adapted to not      
having a wide selection of shops close by. We lived under the flight path to 
Heathrow Airport and at times it could be very noisy so we appreciate the   
quiet. In fact the only noises to disturb our peace are lawnmowers and       
tractors at certain times of the year - a small price to pay for the joy of country 
life. 

One of the first things we did was join our local Methodist church,     
Trebullett, where we found a very warm welcome and quickly discovered that 
while everybody else knew what was going on it was a mystery to us and we 
had to take a proactive approach to daily life!  

I take my turn at playing the organ and we enjoy fellowship with others at 
the local Bible Studies and with the local Gideon group. We continue to sing 
at Carehomes and other venues around the area, an activity we enjoyed    
doing in Windsor. 

Our intention when we moved was to spend time looking round Cornwall 
but we have found ourselves too busy to do that. However, 2018 is a new 
year so maybe that ambition will be realised in the next few months. We wait 
and see what the Lord has in store for us! 

Richard and Sheila Burt 
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onto the platform, carrying blue streamers, waving them around as waves. 

Jonah sank lower in the waves and was swallowed by the whale– yes 
there was a whale on the platform– and Jonah disappeared inside. 

After three days the whale spat out Jonah and he swam safely to shore. 
He then set off to the city of Nineveh and he told the people there to stop 
fighting and give up their wicked ways. The people listened and prayed to 
God and changed their ways. We then saw Jonah having a rest in the shade 
under a vine when a large worm came out of nowhere and destroyed its 
leaves. 

The children were rewarded with a loud applause and were congratulated 
by Mrs Eva Paynter who had a surprise for the children. She spoke about the 
worm and said she had a wormery at home and had brought some in a large 
clear jug filled with compost and asked if each child would like a worm.       
Parents may have had visions of children putting hands in compost and      
getting it on their clothes but no worries. Eva had a polythene covering on the 
jug and on top of that there were jelly worms for all the children. Parents 
sighed with relief and the children all had a smile on their faces. Eva had 
some interesting facts about worms, one being that a worm has five hearts. 

It was a really enriching service with all the enchanting children whose 
talents know no bounds. One of the hymns for the morning was ‘Jubilate    
Deo’.   

We also had Hattie playing the electric piano, Mark on the drums, Theo 
playing his cornet and Josie playing her saxophone. Their renditions were 
‘Build your kingdom here’ and ‘My Lighthouse’ - what talent! 

The evening service was led by Richard Heard who spoke about the     
positives and negatives regarding Jonah. 

Congratulations to the teachers and anyone involved with the making of 
the props, they too were very authentic. 

Marina Pridham  

There is a LIGHT in this world. A healing spirit more 
powerful than any darkness we may encounter. We 
sometimes lose sight of this force when there is          
suffering and too much pain. Then suddenly, the spirit 
will emerge through the lives of ordinary  people who 
hear a call and answer in extraordinary ways. 

Richard Attenborough     



10 

T&� V���� ��� 

I 
n 2007 a man sat at a metro station in Washington DC and started to 
play the violin. He played 6 Bach pieces for about 45 minutes. During 
that time it was calculated about 1100 people went through the station 
and as it was rush hour most were on their way to work. 

After a couple of minutes the man received his first tip. A woman threw a    
dollar in the tin and without stopping continued to walk on. A few minutes later 
a man leaned against a wall to listen to the music but he looked at his watch 
and started to walk on. It seemed he was late for work. The one who paid the 
most attention was a 3 year old boy. The lad stopped to look at the violinist but 
his mother hurried him on. 

In the 45 minutes the man played only 6 people stopped and stayed for a 
while, about 20 threw him some money but continued to walk on at their      
normal pace.   

He collected 52 dollars and when he finished playing and silence took over 
no one noticed it. No one applauded nor was there any recognition. 

No one knew this but the violinist was Joshua Bell, one of the most talented 
musicians in the world.  As well as being a soloist in his own right he is        
musical director of the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields. In the metro station 
he had just played one of the most intricate pieces of music ever written, on a 
violin worth 3.5 million dollars. Two days before his playing in the subway Josh 
Bell sold out at a theatre in Boston with ticket prices averaging 100 dollars. 

In a commonplace environment do we stop to appreciate beauty? Do we     
recognise talent when it's in an unexpected context?  If we do not have a     
moment to stop and listen to one of the best musicians in the world playing the 
best music ever written how many other things are we missing? 

15 
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eople from around the Circuit took part in the Easter Offering     
Dedication Service at Central. 

Each year the service is produced for use within the Connexion, 
and as this year marks 100 years since the end of World War 1, 

the chosen theme was ‘Seek Peace and Pursue it, ‘ a quote from Psalm 34.   

We heard stories from around the world, giving us examples of how the 
Easter Offering money helps people in very difficult circumstances. 

Raing and Mervyn McCullagh, who are Mission Partners in Sri Lanka wrote 
about the Christian Council of Sri Lanka; through its  ‘Transforming People 
Programme’, it is supporting victims of the 30 years war between Sinhalese 
and Tamil; people who have been widowed, orphaned, and have suffered in 
many ways. 

John Howard, Mission Partner in Israel/Palestine, wrote about a farmer, 
Daoud Naser, whose farm has also become an international centre for peace 
and reconciliation -  known as The Tent of Nations. Youth camps are held in 
the summer with Palestinian, Muslim, and Christian young people coming   
together. They are taught that it is important to remain friends.  Daoud says 
“We refuse to be enemies; we seek to build bridges, not walls.”   

From Japan, Sheila Norris shared the story of a school girl, Hinako, whose 
paternal Grandfather was a survivor of the bombing of Hiroshima in August 
1945.  When he was dying he told her to go to school in Nagasaki and learn 
about peace. At the school she became very active in ‘The Peace Studies 
Clubs’, helping to foster peace between nations. 

There wasn’t a speaker this year; instead, as a reflection, a number of 
quotes about peace were read. (Some of these are printed in various places  
in this magazine). As a response, we were invited to think whether there were 
things in our own lives preventing peace in a relationship. 

The amount raised this year was £1448-25; about £30 more than last year.  
Thank you to all who gave. 

Anne Curnow 

I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the altars of God 
and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and non vio-
lent redemptive good will proclaim the rule of the land. “And the lion 
and the lamb shall lie down together and every man shall sit under 
his own vine and fig tree and none shall be afraid.” I still believe that 
we shall overcome! 

Martin Luther King.  (Acceptance speech Nobel Peace Prize 1964)  
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n a recent visit to Hereford Cathedral it was interesting to read of 
Mary Sumner founder of the Mothers’ Union.  She was born Mary 
Heywood in 1828 near Manchester into a wealthy and cultured 
family.  In 1832 her father purchased the grand estate of Hope 

End near Hereford which had previously been the childhood home of Elizabeth 
Barrett-Browning.  Educated at home Mary spoke three foreign languages and 
was an accomplished singer yet what she valued most when she reminisced 
about her family home was its Christian influence. 

While in Rome concluding her education she met George Sumner, youngest 
son of the then Bishop of Winchester. They fell in love and were married at St. 
James the Great Church at Colwall in 1848 just 18 months after George’s     
ordination. It was a sumptuous, high society affair with a feast in the evening for 
600 people from the surrounding towns and villages.   

In 1851 George and Mary and their 2 young daughters moved to Old      
Alresford near Winchester where their son was born. For nearly 30 years Mary 
was occupied with bringing up her 3 children and supporting her husband’s 
ministry.  When her eldest daughter gave birth to her first baby Mary             
remembered her feelings of inadequacy as a young mother charged with the 
huge responsibility for a new life.  She believed that women from every class 
needed to understand that motherhood was a profession and they needed to 
be equipped to perform it. She felt the primary responsibility of mothers was to 
raise their children in the love of God and so she formed a group of mothers 
drawn from all the social classes of Old Alresford. For the first 9 years the 
Mothers’ Union, as it came to be known, remained a parochial organisation 
which was copied in a few places around the country, Ely, Exeter and then   
Hereford. In 1885 respectable women did not address public meetings but on 
being invited to do so at the Women’s meeting of the National Church          
Congress Mary spoke passionately of her concerns for the low moral standards 
in the country at that time and her beliefs that the power for change lay in the 
hands of mothers.  If women united in prayer and committed themselves to a 
Christian life the nation could be transformed she felt. 

That speech led to Mothers’ Union being commended by the then Bishop of 
Winchester as a pattern to be developed across the Diocese.  From there it 
spread rapidly in Britain, across the Commonwealth and eventually throughout 
the world.  Today the Mothers’ Union has 4 million members in 83 countries 
and continues to support marriage and family life through diverse community 
and development projects. 

Mary Sumner died in 1921 aged 92 years and her personal prayer continues 
to be an inspiration to all:- 

  All this day O Lord, 

  Let me touch as many lives as possible for Thee; 

  and every life I touch, do Thou by Thy Spirit quicken. 

  Whether through the word I speak, 

  the prayer I breathe or the life I live. Amen. 
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pring like weather it may not have been for the latest tour weekend 
away for almost 100 Launceston Male Voice Choir members and 
their supporters, but nothing dampened either the enjoyment or   
enthusiasm of the group. This tour was based on staying in the 

beautiful County Town of Hereford, and prior to arriving in Herefordshire the 
party visited the Wetland Wildlife Trust Centre at Slimbridge on the River      
Severn estuary. On the Saturday morning the Choir gave a ‘Saturday lunchtime 
concert’ in the wonderful Gloucester Cathedral. This was a return visit as they 
had performed here some four years previously, and had been invited to return. 
In addition to the items sung by the Choir, both in Cornish and English,          
Jonathan Mann played two very moving pieces on the magnificent Cathedral 
organ. Everybody present expressed their pleasure in the complete experience. 
On Saturday evening the Choir sang again in a joint concert with Malvern Male 
Voice Choir in the magnificent Malvern Priory Church. This was a ‘return’      
concert as Malvern had previously joined forces with Launceston during an   
earlier visit to the Cornwall International Festival. The proceeds from this event 
were especially for Cancer Research. Once again it was singing to a most     
appreciative full house audience. During Sunday the Party visited and toured 
Hampton Court Castle and gardens, before returning to Hereford for an evening 
Dinner with entertainment provided  by the Ladies. Reluctantly, after spending 
the morning in Hereford where many visited the famous Mappa Mundi exhibition 
in the Cathedral, the Party returned to Cornwall, first crossing back into England 
from Wales via the Severn Bridge. Grateful thanks were expressed both to the 
organisers of the weekend – Phil and Janet Honey, and Graham and Daphne 
Tucker, and also to the  Music Team, the Directors – John Beare and Jonathan 
Mann, and their  accompanists Carole Baker and Liz Mann.  The next tour ? 
Watch this space ! 

Nigel Parker 
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he Christian visits to Kernow House started in the early nineteen 
nineties when May Bate together with other members of her family 
and friends  visited Kernow House on a regular basis. However the 
visits to Kernow House were themselves a continuation of the 

Christian visits to St Mary's Hospital before. May Bate wrote in her book that 
her singing at St Mary's Hospital and then at Kernow House had been going 
on for 48 years. 

In more recent times there have been weekly visits to Kernow House with a 
number of people on a rota. We try to be three people together when we visit, 
one person able to play the small organ that is provided in the day room 
where the meeting takes place and two people to lead, to the best of their    
ability, the singing (mostly) from large print copies of Hymns and Psalms. 
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However there is also a CD player available with several CDs of favourite 
hymns which it is possible to sing along to. It is amazing to see residents, who 
may be unable to communicate in ways that we take for granted, remembering 
the words of hymns that are in their long term memories from earlier in their 
lives. A member of Central Methodist Church who is a resident in Kernow 
House can seen joining in almost every hymn although she can no longer read 
the hymn book. A number of residents are still able to join in The Lords Prayer 
and The Grace. 

The people who are on the rota come from several different churches and 
denominations, they witness in a variety of ways besides singing hymns that 
are so full of truth and meaning. Some give a short talk on a topic of their 
choice, several read a passage that has caught their eye in their daily         
readings book or study book, one reads a story from the Open the Book      
material, one shows large scale pictures of their farm animals and links them 
to Christian truths. One couple took in photographs of the Trebullet Easter 
Trail which were looked at with great interest. One prints a picture for each 
participant (if they choose to have it) that might be seasonal or linked to the 
Christian year, with a Bible verse or other quotation on it, and talks about the 
topic briefly. I am told that some of the pictures end up on the residents’       
bedroom walls. I think all of us have been asked interesting spiritual questions 
by residents or staff at one time or another. 

We are witnessing to God's love and care and encouragement every time 
we visit and talk with the residents (or their families who sometimes attend) or 
the staff, every time we remember someone's name (and I am not good with 
names), every time we smile and show that no one should be ignored. 

The activity coordinators employed by Kernow House are welcoming to us  
and support our weekly visits with their presence and help. Efforts are made to 
bring every resident, who could benefit, to the hymn singing session if they 
choose to attend. After about 45 minutes a trolley loaded with drinks, cakes, 
biscuits and fruit ends our hymn singing and more social interaction takes 
over. The numbers of people at the hymn singing in recent years has varied 
between about 15 to nearly 30 – the numbers include the carers present 
( from 2 to 6 staff) and our teams of three singers/music makers. 

A week or two before Christmas all the volunteers that can do so get       
together to help with a Christmas Service of readings and carols followed by a 
delicious Christmas spread and special social time. 

In recent years Peter Parsons has organised the rota for visiting Kernow 
House and he was on the rota too – in his absence due to illness several of us 
are working to try to make sure that the Christian witness continues. It would 
be great to have some more volunteers to make music, sing or speak –  any 
one who would like to know more about participating in the Christian work at 
Kernow House or would like to come with us on a visit can contact me and I 
can pass their details on to Peter Parsons at a time in the future when his 
health makes it appropriate. 

Sue Howe  


