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Diary Dates 

June 2019 

2nd Yeolmbridge chapel 140 year celebration (see pages 14 & 21).  

2nd Paul, Apostle of Christ showing at Coads Green chapel 2.30pm (see page 20). 

4th Central open 10am to 3pm Thy Kingdom Come prayer stations (see page 21). 

9th 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm. Speaker: Revd Doreen Sparey-Delacassa. 

10th Marriage Relationships & the Methodist Church, Central 7.30pm (see page 9). 

11th League of Prayer Dingley Hall 7.30pm. Speaker: David Cole. 

13th Service at Cedar Grange 2.15pm. 

22nd Pipers Pool open afternoon with cream teas 2-5pm (see page7). 

23rd Pipers Pool re-opening Celebration Service 11am. 

30th 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm. Speakers: Mark Shepherd & Mark Sinden. 

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: circuitoffice@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 
 Marion Allen, Pauline Daniel and Elaine Shillaber. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 
Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Harley,                                     

Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 
 

All articles for the July/August issue to spotlight@lamc.org.uk  or by post/hand to                          
the Circuit Office no later than 15th June 2019. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 
Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     

guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 
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Dear Friends,          

We have just had a Bank Holiday weekend; a time for rest and 
relaxation?  Not a bit of it. I walked around the estate having 
been to see Helen, Tim, Bryluen and Morenwyn and in the five 
minutes it took me I noticed five families had emptied the       
contents of their garages onto the drive and were “sorting” the 
contents and thirteen people were busy with hoses, buckets and 
hoovers, cleaning their cars. Was that the most positive way of 
using their “additional” time; only they can answer that. 

So today, I have looked through one box and one jar. The box 
was one I have kept for a couple of months into which I have put 
all the “junk mail” I have received through my letter box. I       
requested the postman not to deliver these items but he politely 
pointed out that, as the post office is paid to deliver the items, 
he is obliged to push them through my letter box. What a        
surprise I had!  Such an amazing variety of recommendations for 
my daily consumption; Tesco, Coop, Lidls, B. and M, M.and 
S.,Iceland plus the Pizza shops, Indian and Chinese all with       
deliciously tempting offers for one who is already overweight. 
There were also invitations to Weight Watchers and Slimming 
World classes as an antidote to the Special Offers.  

It was interesting to see the number of banks, finance houses, 
insurance companies, energy providers and holiday companies, all 
claiming that they could save me money; presumably so that I 
could buy more food from the former outlets. If that didn’t     
appeal to me I had offers of loans of hundreds of thousands of 
pounds and eleven plastic cards, some even gold or platinum, 
which I just had to sign and use. It was interesting to note that 
not one of these offers was printed on “recycled paper!” 
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C����� M�������  J��� 2019 

 

4th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by British Legion (Ladies) 

5th Lifton 10.30am  

5th Trebullett 10.30-12 noon 

8th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

11th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Club for Visually Impaired 

12th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

18th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by St Stephens Church charity 

25th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Egloskerry Church 

L����� R�   B�� E#$������� 

 

June 2019 

Sat 1st  Rosemoor Gardens £10. 

Wed 5th    Truro £14. 

Tues 11th  Shopping trip to Exeter £10. 

Thur 13th   Rerun for those who missed out. Coastal Drive & afternoon  
tea Bedruthan Steps £8. 

Wed 19th   Lunch at Bay View Inn Widemouth Bay £8. 

Sat 22nd   Trip to seaside, St Ives £14. 

Sat 30th     Lunch at Old Inn, Widecombe on the Moor £8. 

Phone 01566 777960 10am to 12noon Mon to Fri. or leave message. 

Tuesday morning at Central Methodist Church Hall 9.30-11.30am. 

Email: launcestonredbus@gmail.com 

Facebook: Little Red Bus Launceston 
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www.lamc.org.uk 
Your Circuit website - have you checked it out recently? 

 

The circuit website at www.lamc.org.uk is a great way for the Launceston area 
to keep up to date with everything that is going on in the circuit’s churches and 
chapels. To take advantage of the site please send items to David Rogerson, 
Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412). Better still, if you 
have  access to email please send them to david@lamc.org.uk 

How easy it would have been for me, and for thousands of others 
locally too, to be seduced into acquiring material possessions that 
I neither need or even want. I am convinced that such tactics as 
these are a major factor in the continually increasing number of 
clients asking for help at our Foodbank and Money Advice Centre. 
A chief executive of a major store said recently, “It is our aim to 
make people unhappy with what they have got!”  That says it all. 
Every “offer” I received has today been put out with my recycling 
to be collected tomorrow.  

That was the contents of the box; what about the jar. Just       
before Christmas last year Helen discovered on Facebook the idea 
of each week writing on a piece of paper at least one good thing 
that has happened. So today I emptied the jar; I must admit I 
was feeling a bit low, and an hour later, having read the contents, 
I am reminded that, even in this difficult year for us as a family, 
there are still so many things to be grateful for. Above all else is 
the fact that, though I have sometimes forgotten it, God has 
been there sharing every experience with me, and on many         
occasions, “in real Footsteps fashion” has carried me.  

Is the purpose of our being here to inoculate ourselves from the 
stresses of living in the real world by consuming more food and 
acquiring more material possessions? Or is it to develop our God 
given abilities to care for and help each other, especially those 
experiencing difficult times, and so discover through such service 
that love, joy, peace and hope are the real values that make this 
life worth living.  

Let God’s Kingdom come by forsaking the junk mail and embracing 
the precious memories and opportunities to love each other.  

Every blessing 

Keith 
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We met on Maundy Thursday for a Communion Service to remember Jesus in 
the Upper Room on the night before he died. A towel and a basin was placed 
at the foot of the Lenten Cross, to remind us of Jesus washing the feet of his 
disciples. Different objects had been added to the cross on each Sunday in 
Lent. The service was led by Rev Howard Curnow. 

On Good Friday St Mary’s Parish Church congregation joined us. Some      
people had walked behind a Cross from the farm shop to the Chapel as a   
witness. The Chapel was full for the service led by Rev Howard Curnow. We 
heard the Passion story as written in Mark’s Gospel and this was interspersed 
with meditations and prayers; with readers from both churches. The village 
choir began the service with ‘Were you there when they crucified my Lord?’, 
and they also sang ‘All in the April Evening’ part way through. At this service 
we hammered 3 nails into the Cross. The music was led by Mary Mazur-Park 
on the organ and her husband Leslie who played the oboe. After a very     
moving service, Hot Cross Buns were served. 

On Easter Sunday all the objects placed on the Lenten Cross were removed 
and replaced by a glorious display of flowers which were brought by            
everyone, representing new life and the Resurrection of Christ. A reading was 
read by Frank Arscott. The service was led by Rev Anne Curnow and         
communion was shared.  The organist for the morning was Carole Baker.           
Following the service coffee and biscuits, mini Easter eggs  and birthday cake 
thanks to Jean Orchard was greatly enjoyed. 

Junior Church Anniversary 

This was celebrated with a Special Family Service led by Rev Doreen Sparey-

Delacassa on the 12th May. The hymns were accompanied by Denise Gribble 
and Becky Martin on the organ and flute. A piano piece was played by Jessica 
Maynard entitled ‘Figaro’. Rev Doreen narrated the Story of Tabitha and the 
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Yeolmbridge Methodist Chapel 
is celebrating 140 years of worship  

at Ladycross 

on 

Sunday 2nd June, 2019 

4pm Strawberry Tea 

Anniversary cake to be cut by                       
Mrs Rene Smale 

6.30pm Praise Service  

led by Rev Jo Smart 

with the Arscott Ladies Choir 

and guest organist Mr Bernd Uhe 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone - 

Come and join us. 

OPEN CHURCH AT CENTRAL 

During the summer months and starting from 14 May 
Central will be open from 10.00am to 11.30am for quiet 
meditation and prayer. 

The Church will also be open on Tuesday, 4 June from 
10.00am to 3.00pm as part of Thy Kingdom Come. 
There will be prayer stations around the Church for 
people to use if they so wish. 

Please check Central’s weekly newsletter for any      
further details. 

COADS GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 

SAFARI SUPPER 

Saturday 13th July 

Starters 6.00pm to 7.30pm                                 
(Richard & Helen Gribble) 

4 courses adults £15.00, children £5.00 

Tickets from Becky 01566 782824 

and Daphne 01566 782001 

and more information 
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COADS GREEN METHODIST CHAPEL 

FILM AFTERNOONS – 1st Sunday of each month 

“Our mission is to provide accessible worship and to nurture disciples, 
so that as we meet the needs of others, in our chapel and our community, 
we witness to God’s love.” 

PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST is a film that is 
weaved around the last days of the Apostle Paul. 
The film focuses on the lives of a few fictional 
characters and the effects that Paul had on 
them. It is interspersed by flashbacks of the    
conversations between Paul and Luke, a disciple 
of Christ, as Paul awaits execution in Rome. 
Luke resolves to write a book that details the   
beginning of The Way and the birth of the 
Church. As this film depicts the beginnings of the 
early Church there are some scenes of           
persecution, which some viewers may find        

distressing. This film is therefore classified as suitable for viewers over 
the age of 15.   

Come and join us to watch this inspiring film, PAUL, APOSTLE OF 
CHRIST at Coads Green Chapel on Sunday 2nd June at 2:30 pm 
and learn how faith challenged an empire and the early Church began.  

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday 7th July Film “A United Kingdom” 

W����I C���J�� S�� I J�  Q���� DJI� 

Monday June 17th 10am-3pm Bible Study Day: “Zechariah: Hope for a puzzled 
world” with Richard and Sheila Burt.  

Monday 22nd July 10am-3pm ‘Listening to the Scriptures: Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians’ with John Hogarth.  A day to take space to hear scrip-
ture read and consider what it may be saying to you. 

Monday 9th September 10am-3pm Quiet Day on the theme of ‘Pilgrimage’ led 
by The Rt Revd Chris Goldsmith (Bishop of St Germans) 

Places are limited on our study and quiet days so advance booking is essential 
(telephone 01566 880265 and leave a message or email wesleycot-
tage@live.co.uk). Although there is no set charge to attend donations are       
welcome and lunch is provided. 
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P�L��� P��� 

“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 9 v 11. 

All the planning over many years has finally come to fruition!  Pipers Pool 
Chapel & Community Hub has a completely new look, everywhere is looking 
much lighter & brighter. It has taken a long time, but now, thanks to the       
generosity and skill of many organisations and individuals we have hopes and 
a future with a Christian presence in the community that we can be proud of.  

Saturday 22nd June will be an open afternoon for anyone to come and see 
what has been done. A high tea will be served between 2-5pm. 

Then on Sunday 23rd June Rev Steve Wild, Chairman of the District will lead 
our official re-opening service at 11am.  This will be followed by a bring and 
share finger buffet lunch and the chapel will again be open until 5pm & cream 
teas will be served during the afternoon. Any donations over the two days will 
be gratefully received towards the refurbishment.  

We should be pleased to see friends from neighbouring chapels and churches 
around the circuit who are interested to see the extensive refurbishment.   

Maureen Jones 

children had fun acting this out with readings by Primrose and Florence       
Taylor. The children were kept very busy  handing out numerous slips of     
paper with different animals printed on them  - we then wrote something that 
we were thankful for on each and took home with us. Jessica read Psalm 23 
– this was followed by the children cutting out as many sheep and putting 
fluffy coats on them as they could, with each child writing their name on every 
sheep they did – they were then given out to the congregation to take home  
to pray for the child named on the back of the sheep – as the children are the 
disciples of tomorrow.  Further readings were by Jemma Martin and Frank 
Arscott.  At the end of the service the children were presented with books for 
attendance over the past year. The church had been beautifully decorated for 
the occasion, and the morning concluded with coffee and light refreshments 
being served. 

Coffee Mornings: 
The next monthly coffee morning will be on Wednesday 5th June at 10.30am 
at the chapel. 

Wednesday 3rd July coffee morning  at 10.30am at the chapel.  All are          
welcome. 

        Diane Northey 
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The Tuesday Group’s meeting held in the Dingley Hall on Tuesday 16th April 
2019 was the Easter Devotional Meeting led by Rev. George Darby. Three 
Easter Hymns were sung and the story of  “The Passion”  was told, as seen 
by the “Donkey” which carried Jesus, a “Tree” on the route, a stray “Dog” 
which lived in the area and the “Stone” that covered the entrance to the Tomb. 
Three members read the various parts together with Rev. Darby. They told of 
how frightened they felt when the Earth darkened and of the happiness on the 
day of the Resurrection. Later members were able to try to make a Cross, 
similar to a Palm Cross, some results of this were better than others! After a 

C�J � G���� 

On a Sunday morning full of glorious sunshine streaming through the windows 
we celebrated Easter Sunday—the day Jesus rose from the dead. The service 
being led by Revd Howard Curnow and Marilyn Butter the organist.  

After a warm welcome by Revd Howard two hymns were sung, one of them 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”  with voices full of joy and the second “Christ Is 
Alive Let Christians Rejoice” while the congregation inserted the little posies 
they had brought into the wire meshing covering a wooden cross. On          
completion it was as pretty as a picture, as they say. A wonderful hue of colour  
the cross was displayed outside the church for everyone to see. 

Bible readings came form Janet who read from John 20 vs 1-11 telling how 
Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre and saw the stone had been rolled 
back. She ran to Simon who went with her and saw for himself and saw that it 
was empty and the linen cloths were lying on the ground. Graham read from 
the book of Corinthians ch.15 telling how Jesus had risen from the dead on the 
third day and soon after shown himself to his disciples who were not sure 
whether it was Jesus. Jesus said ‘look at the wounds in my hands and feet’. 
‘Touch me and see that I am made of flesh and bone’.  Then they really knew 
that it was Jesus. 

The congregation sang two more hymns that were actually written by Revd 
Howard Curnow. The first was a hymn for Easter “Hallelujah, praise the Father 
for the joy of Easter day” to the tune “Hyfrydol”, written in 1988. The second, 
written in 2013, and sung to the Londonderry Aire, the words were “We were 
not there with Mary in the garden”.  A very uplifting service. 

Rev Jo Smart led our Maundy Thursday service which included communion. 
The atmosphere was created by Jo's message, candles, lighting, music, and 
readings read by people within the section.  
 

Marina Pridham 
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LJ��$����� MJ�� V��$� CM��� G�� �� J�N���� 

Sweetly the organ played the opening anthem, 
The congregation stood in one accord, 
The choir sang in harmony together, 

Leading the singing as each one praised the Lord. 

And soon the sound of those young vibrant voices, 
Was being heard in places far and near, 

Raising funds for folk they’d never heard of, 
And travelling further, as year followed year. 

Whether they sang in humble wayside Bethel, 
Or raised their voices round Cathedrals’ nave, 

Their message of salvation never faltered, 
‘Twas Praise the Lord, Christ Jesus came to save. 

So many people share a love of music, 
When added to the golden threaded word, 

And rendered up in harmony together, 
The human heart is often strangely stirred. 

Praise God for music, lyrics, singers, players, 
The steadfast witness of this splendid choir, 

For fifty years of praise and meditation, 
The joy you’ve brought and how your songs inspire. 

For all the money raised to help the needy, 
For all the time and effort freely given, 

We offer you our warmest thanks and praises, 
God bless you all and may you sing in heaven. 

                                           Gerald Bloye 

TREGADILLETT SONGBIRDS 

SUMMER CHARITY CONCERT 

SATURDAY JUNE 15TH 7.00PM 

TREGADILLETT COMMUNITY HALL PL15 7EU 

SUPPORTING LAUNCESTON MEMORY CAFE 

PENZANCE ORPHEUS LADIES CHOIR 

            Admission £6.00 including buffet supper 

Under 14s Half Price 

Tickets: Choir members or                                                                                                    
David Parish’s Menswear, Launceston PL15 8AA 

UK registered charity no, XT3832 
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S�� LJ�TJ EJ���� CM��$M B�UN���� 

M 

ore than 250 people were killed following Easter service bomb      
attacks against churches in Sri Lanka. “The scale of the horror takes 
our breath away,” says Release International. 

“But terrorism can never overcome the central truth of the Gospel – Christ is 
risen. Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Sri Lanka and wherever 
Christians face violence around the world.” 

Around 2m Christians live in the Buddhist-majority nation where Christians 
from Buddhist and Hindu backgrounds face discrimination for their faith.  

The growth of Christianity in Sri Lanka since 1980 has met with violent       
opposition from Buddhist extremists. Persecution has intensified since 2012, 
coinciding with a rise in Buddhist nationalism. 

Militants have burned churches and attacked Christians. In many cases,     
violent mobs have been led by Buddhist monks. Christians say local         
government officials and police do little to prevent the attacks – and are 
sometimes complicit in them. 

Anti-Christian violence has abated somewhat since 2015, when President 
Maithripala Sirisena came to power, pledging to uphold religious freedoms 
guaranteed in the constitution.  

 

 

 

M��� CM��$M�� TMJ� P�N� 

T 

he UK now has more churches than pubs, according to new data      
published by the National Churches Trust. There are around 39,000 
pubs in the UK, according to the latest figures from the Office of       

National Statistics, with more than 11,000 pubs having closed in the UK in 
the last decade – a fall of almost a quarter (23%). However, there are around 
40,300 church buildings in the UK open to the public and being used for wor-
ship, according to research carried out for the National Churches Trust by 
the Brierley Consultancy.  

The number of church buildings is also substantially higher than other key 
public buildings in the UK. There are currently around 14,300 supermarkets 
operated by grocery retailers, 11,500 post office branches, 7,500 bank 
branches and 3,600 public libraries. 

An increasing number of churches in the UK are also becoming local 
‘community hubs’, hosting children’s nurseries, senior citizen lunch clubs, 
concerts and exhibition venues. Some even house post-offices, GP          
surgeries and farmer’s markets. Around 6,000 of the UK’s approximately 
32,000 polling places are located in church buildings.  
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vote of thanks tea and biscuits were served by Joan Uglow and Barbara 
Chanter. 

Vera  Ellacott 

Easter events seem to have happened a long time ago by the time this edition 
of Spotlight is printed. A Walk of Witness was held on Good Friday when we 
were joined by others from the Salvation Army and St Mary’s Church, about 40 
in all on a lovely morning. The walk was via Sandford Tyne Wells Lane. I      
wonder how many times this entrance has been passed by without noticing the 
name? It is a cobbled stone path between Robertsons and where Kittows used 
to be, probably the same surface as Jesus and His followers used. Stops for 
readings were also made at various places including the castle grounds and 
Town Square. Everyone was invited to stay for coffee and hot cross buns after 
the morning service.  

Hot Cross buns were also served in the town Square on the Saturday morning 
to about 100 people. On Easter Sunday morning a service was held at        
Coronation Park at sunrise, this was followed by bacon baps in Central hall 
which in turn was followed by a community breakfast at 9.15am, also well          
attended.  

Everyone was asked to bring a flower to the Easter morning service to         
decorate a large wooden cross which was carried into the church by the      
children. The decorated cross is a symbol of new life and the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead.  

Also at the morning service a number of people were welcomed into          
membership by our minister Revd Malcolm Jones - Chris and Julia Gaunt,     
Sylvia Dawe, Nicola Sleep, Susie Jamieson, Rob Parnell and Charlie Rowland. 
‘Happy Birthday’ was sung to Ivor Webber and congratulations to Hilda Chidley 
who celebrated her 100th birthday. 

Marjorie Banbury 

P�L��� P��� CMJL�� V C�UU����I H�N  

Saturday 22nd June   

 Chapel Open 2-5pm 

High Teas served 2-5pm 

Sunday 23rd June 

Celebration Service at 11am 

 Led by Revd Steve Wild 

Followed by bring & share finger buffet 

Chapel open until 5pm  

Cream Teas served 2-5pm 

Open Invitation to see extensive refurbishment 
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P�JI��� F�� L�J ��� 

F 

irst of all, I ask you to pray for everyone. Ask God to help and bless 
them all, and tell God how thankful you are for each of them. Pray for 
kings and others in power, so that we may live quiet and peaceful lives 

as we worship and honour God. This kind of prayer is good, and it pleases 
God our Saviour. 
(1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

Did you know…….... 
Sittings in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords begin with 
prayers. These follow the Christian faith and there is currently no multi-faith 
element. Attendance is voluntary. 

House of Commons 

The Speaker's Chaplain usually reads the prayers. The form of the main 
prayer is as follows: 

"Lord, the God of righteousness and truth, grant to our Queen and her       
government, to Members of Parliament and all in positions of responsibility, 
the guidance of your Spirit. May they never lead the nation wrongly through 
love of power, desire to please, or unworthy ideals but laying aside all private 
interests and prejudices keep in mind their responsibility to seek to improve 
the condition of all mankind; so may your kingdom come and your name be 
hallowed. Amen." 

A prayer for our Leaders 

Today I pray for our country. I ask that you would give our Prime Minister 
wisdom beyond her own understanding and the courage to choose the right 
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Some people have food but no appetite, 
Others have appetite but no food. 
I have both – Praise the Lord. 
 
Give me a good digestion Lord 
and also something to digest. 
But when and how that something comes 
I leave to thee who knowest best. 
 
For every cup and plateful 
Lord make me truly grateful. 
 
Please bless this food 
Please bless this drink 
You’re great, dear Lord 
That’s what I think. 
 
Before we raise our knives and forks 
And listen to the popping corks, 
Help us Lord to think and pray 
For those who will not eat today. 

God bless this bunch 
As they munch this lunch 
 
For ham and eggs and 
buttered toast, 
Praise Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost. 
 
Thank you Lord for breakfast 
lunch and now this dinner. 
Without your kindness we would 
all be a lot thinner. 
 
Lord bless this food upon  
these dishes, 
As thou dost bless the loaves 
and fishes. 
And like the sugar in the tea 
may all of us be stirred 
By thee. 
 
Lord Jesus be our guest 
And may our meal by you be blest. 

T�� O� T�� B�	
 G���	 

Bude author, Paul Wreyford, has just had a Christian        
fantasy novel published. 

What Happened After Mr Jones Died  has a challenging message to all 
Christians, but it is wrapped up in a humorous, fantastical tale. 

Mr Jones thinks he is bound for Heaven when he dies on Christmas Day, 
until a demon arrives on the scene claiming Mr Jones for HIS master. A    
celestial trial is convened, and a jury of 12 dead men and women must    
decide whether there is enough evidence to prove Mr Jones is a Christian 
and belongs in Heaven. 

Paul is donating 20% to the Methodist Church from the sale of any copies 
bought directly from him. The book is £8.99. For a signed copy, call Paul on 
01288 356630 or email paul_wreyford@hotmail.com 
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S� P����$’� S�$���I I� SM���  

Has been established in Cornwall for over 30 years; 

The Bishop of St Germans is the chairman; 

St Petroc’s work closely with Action for Children, Crisis and Vicar’s Relief 
Fund; 

Has 8 eight staff and over 40 volunteers who cover Cornwall; 

Has over 89 emergency bed places but finding rental accommodation is      
difficult; 

They have a “street link” in many locations with a 24 hour help line; 

Causes of homelessness is often due to abuse in childhood, rows with         
parents, divorce, job loss and substance abuse; 

One woman in four are homeless; 

If anyone sees a ‘rough sleeper’ give them food and drink but not money and 
contact the ‘Rough Sleeper Referral Line’ on 0300 500 0914. 

Provided by a reader who gleaned this information from a recently attended meeting 

 This piece of writing was seen at Montacute House, Somerset. 
  It was written by a member of the Phelips family living there       

in the 1700s.  It is still relevant today. 

Happy is the man who has a sharp mind and a spiritual passion 

To reveal the innermost secrets of Nature. 

Who can group the causes and relationships of things, 

Who can walk in the footsteps of Newton. 

Yet happy too is the man who cares for his fields 

And who knows the many riches of his garden, 

Who has learned how to graft trees 

So that each may thrive in its soil. 

Who knows which grow best in the rich mud 

And ooze of the bog, and which flourish on the stormy ridges, 

Which shun the biting cold of the North wind 

And which come into leaf up among the snows of Scythia. 

Do not scorn or despise this humble toil 

For it is the concern of the Great Creator himself. 

Do not seek Him only amid the stars in the sky, 

For it is in the small things of life that you may find God. 
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C�J � G���� 
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In Coads Green Sports Park 

Sunday 7th July at 6.30pm 

Revd Chris Tomlinson 

Youthful Spirit 

Callington Town Band 

MARRIAGE, RELATIONSHIPS AND THE METHODIST CHURCH  

S 

hould same-sex marriages be allowed to take place in Methodist   
churches? 

At the moment they cannot. But a working party is considering the issue 
and will bring a recommendation to the Methodist Conference in June 2019. 
This will then be referred to the Circuits who will be able to express their mind 
on this question before the 2020 Conference. With this in mind, Launceston 
Circuit have invited Rev’d Paul Smith, to come and lead a meeting on Monday 
June 10th from 7:30 to 9:00 pm at Launceston Central Methodist Church. 
During this meeting we will explore the issues involved in ways which are     
consistent with the love of God shown to us in Christ. There will be an           
opportunity for initial reflection together, before we will have to express our 
minds later. We hope that this will give the opportunity within our circuit for 
careful consideration of the issue; help us to be clear about the facts; and give 
us all a chance to ask the questions which will enable our thinking.  

 Rev’d Paul Smith has been involved with the Methodist Church’s stance on 
Human Sexuality since the 1980’s. He has served on four Connexional working 
parties on the subject and is well versed with the issues involved in this debate. 

For further information, please contact Rev’d Jo Smart (01566) 782921 or 
jcsmart@me.com 

path no matter how narrow the gate. I pray for all in authority over us that you 
would give them the grace and strength to stand against the temptation to 
use power as a weapon, but rather to carry it reverently as one would a child. 
I pray for the spiritual leaders of our country that they would hear your voice 
and know your heart. I pray that they would lead from their knees and by that 
simple grace bring each one of us to our knees before your throne.  Have 
mercy on our nation Lord, in Jesus Name.  Amen.  

Anon 

See: biblesociety.org.uk/lyfe-prayingforleaders 
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I WONDER 

I wonder why God made this earth when he knew what we would do, 
I wonder why he planned it so when he knew we would destroy, 
I wonder why he gave us flowers and birds for eyes that would not see, 
I wonder why he loved enough to put us here at all, 
I wonder… 

I Wonder why he sent his Son to teach us how to live, 
I wonder if He's sorry when he sees what we have done, 
I wonder if we've learnt from him when all we do is fight, 
I wonder if He wonders was it all worthwhile, 
I wonder… 

I wonder why he sent his Son to die upon the cross, 
I wonder how he pardoned us who wrought this cruel wrong, 
I wonder if He wondered as he cried those words to God, 
I wonder if He suffers still as He looks down on us, 
I wonder… 

I wonder how the Church he built became a Church of stone, 
I wonder if we Christians sometimes see that at His throne 

I wonder if His church should not be only in our hearts, 
I wonder how it seems to those who do not know his love 

I wonder… 

I wonder what the world believes a Christian person is, 
I wonder when we see ourselves in torment and in strife. 
I wonder if within our Church we shouldn’t prove our love, 
By loving one another ere we try to spread His love, 
I wonder… 

I wonder as He looks down now and sees this world at war. 
I wonder if he wonders why the right wars are not fought, 
I wonder if He looks at me and asks why don't I fight for Him, and 

I wonder if my answer would set our world alight, 
I wonder… 

I wonder as I walk through life and tread the weary road, 
I wonder in this world of ours whether our faith is wrong. 
I wonder if with life so so dark He's still there to hold on, 
I wonder if He loves me e'en through the gathering storm, 
I wonder… 

And yet through all my doubts and fears my faith stands clear and strong, 
I see my Lord and Father as he sits upon His throne, 
I see Jesus our Saviour as he hangs upon the Cross, 
I feel His Holy Spirit as through my life I pass, and look 

In wonder… 

January 2001 

(The above piece was written by the late John Moir and read at a St Thomas Youth Club 

Coffee evening (many years ago). It may not be strictly poetic, but is, he hoped, sincere). 
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his joint meeting was well attended and it was a joy to meet up with 
Christians from across the region for this annual rally. Alistair Park      
welcomed everyone and introduced the band from Sticklepath who led 
the worship. 

Andrew and Sharon Galney, with their young family, from Newquay, talked of 
the calling they had to study at the Faith Mission college in Edinbugh. Nigel 
Wilson, who is the new Missioner for the south west, testified to the way God 
had led him and  called him to study at the college, despite opposition from his 
family. George Clayson, currently working here, and now without his brother 
Harry who married recently, encouraged us to pray for the work of the Mission 
locally. He spoke of the work with churches in Newquay, Budleigh Salterton 
and Paignton where help is given to the local congregations with door to door 
visiting, Gospel meetings, lunches, Open Air preaching and special events. He 
gave examples of how contact with people on their doorsteps gave the oppor-
tunity to share the good news of Jesus. 

Alistair Patterson, the Faith Mission director for England, was the speaker for 
the evening. He read from Matthew Ch. 9 v 35 – Ch. 10 v 4 and entitled his 
message: ‘The Compassion of Jesus’. Jesus was travelling around and      
meeting people in all kinds of situations and with many needs. He taught in the     
synagogues, reading the Scriptures and explaining the truth of the word of 
God. He preached, proclaiming the rule of God and explaining how His truth 
should be applied to everyday living. He healed all kinds of diseases, proving 
he was who he claimed to be. 

These three activities are still the main focus of the work of the Church today, 
meeting the needs of people they work with. Jesus was moved with            
compassion to the depths of his being when he saw how the people were      
exhausted, downtrodden, helpless and battered by life. Like sheep without a 
shepherd, vulnerable and confused, without the protection and guidance of a 
good leader. In our nation today the same situation can be seen. We are      
morally and spiritually bankrupt and confused with many messages allowing 
the devil to deceive people. As Christians we feel powerless to make change. 
Jesus told his disciples to look at the harvest: as a farmer or gardener looks at 
what is growing, we look at the individuals near us. Jesus said to look at the 
labourers: there were only 12 to start with but the numbers grew. Finally we 
should pray to the Lord of the Harvest who has the power to bring about 
change in the lives of individuals and nations. 

As older people we may feel we can do so little for the Lord now, but the vital 
work of prayer may be our greatest task and we were urged to commit to     
praying for the work of God continually. 

The next meeting of the League of Prayer will be on Tuesday June 11th when 
David Cole will be our speaker. All are welcome to join us in the Dingley Hall at 
7.30pm 

Pat White 
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We are celebrating our 140th Chapel Anniversary. 

Methodism in the Yeolmbridge area goes back more than the 140 years we 
shall be celebrating on the 2nd June this year. The old chapel stood on what 
is now the village green at Yeolmbridge and for many years served its         
purpose well.  Due to the growing appeal of Methodism in the mid 1800s the 
building became too small for the religious and social needs of its time.  The 
‘Launceston Weekly News’ of March, 1879 reported – “The old Yeolmbridge 
chapel stands beside the banks of the river Attery, a type of the square       
unpretentious, comfortless edifices, within whose chilly walls was nursed the 
sturdy Methodism of the past generation.” 

So our forefathers sought larger, more desirable premises. Land at Ladycross 
was given by Mr W Milnes, owner of the Yeolmbridge Slate Quarry, and our 
present building was erected.  Despite it being in a different village, the name 
was never changed and worship and social activities here thrived.   

As elsewhere numbers attending places of worship are diminishing and we 
are now a small but caring congregation who enjoy our time of worship       
together and the fellowship we share. Over the years we have held numerous 
different kinds of worship to encourage others to join us – messy church, cafe 
church and more recently breakfast services. We now have a coffee half hour 
before the service on the last Sunday in the month when we are joined by 
friends from Werrington Parish Church. We have held many and varied events 
to reach out into and to involve the local community and continue to hold 
events and services in the village of Yeolmbridge in an effort to keep alive a 
Christian community in our area.. 

Today we only use our large chapel building, with its wonderful acoustics and 
pleasing organ, on special occasions.  We meet weekly in the warm and 
pleasant chapel hall sitting around a big table – it could be said we’re more 
like a house group than a congregation – but it works for us. 

We are celebrating our anniversary on the 2nd June with a Strawberry Tea at 
4 pm and Praise Service at 6.30pm with the Arscott Ladies Choir.  (See      
separate advertisement on page 21) 

Please come and support us. 
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tationing is a term used to describe the procedures when ministers are 
coming to the end of their tenure. Tenures are for a five year period which 
can be renewed for a maximum of fifteen years. Revds. Jones’ and 

Smart’s tenures end in 2020 and should they remain their new tenure starts on 
1st September 2020. For those who are unaware of procedures I have prepared 
a timetable of events. 

1. January 2019-Circuit Stewards met to collate names for the Circuit Invitation 
Committee. Procedurally this committee should be elected annually. 

2. February 2019-the names of the Invitation Committee were brought before 
the Circuit Meeting and elected. 

3. May 2019-District Training for all District Circuit Invitation Committees. If a 
Superintendent minister is involved this training is led by the District Chair. 

4. After training the Circuit Stewards visit chapels and projects (if applicable) to 
ascertain members views concerning the extension of ministers tenure. 

5. Circuit Stewards meet with ministers and their spouses to ascertain their 
wishes. 

6. If all are in agreement the tenures can be extended. If not a Circuit Meeting is 
held whereby the circuit votes on whether ministers can stay. In Launceston’s 
case the next Circuit Meeting was scheduled for 22nd May so an Extraordinary 
Circuit Meeting may also be necessary in the near future. The Chair of the      
District has to chair this meeting as one of the ministers involved is a                           
Superintendent Minister. Due to the busyness of the Chair’s diary a date has 
been booked which can be cancelled if not required. 

7. If the vote is for a new minister the Circuit Invitation Committee collate the 
qualities, gifts etc that they feel the circuit would benefit from in a new minister. 
They will take into account the circuits views. They also collate information   
helpful to those looking for a new position i.e. type of area, manse details, the 
hopes and dreams of the circuit etc. All this information has to be with           
Connexion by September. 

8. Matching meetings take place in October and December and maybe January 
if required. This is where ministers looking to move are matched with circuits 
looking for a minister. 

9. Application forms are sent to the Circuit Invitation Committee who sift the  
applications (some think the South West finishes at Bristol!) and ministers are 
invited to spend a day with the Circuit meeting folk and seeing whether they feel 
drawn to the Circuit. They then along with the Circuit Invitation Committee 
prayerfully consider their suitability and Gods will for them and the Circuit. 

This is Stationing in a nutshell but I hope that it helps us all to understand  our 
individual and collective roles in the procedure. Everyone has a part to play not 
least of all to pray that the right decisions will be made. 

Ann Foster 
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HOW TO PRAY - A Simple Guide for Normal People 

by Pete Greig. Publisher: Hodder & Stoughton. £13.99 

Written for normal people, How to Pray is a simple guide to prayer from a 
man who has seen prayer achieve incredible things.  

For anyone who doesn’t know, Pete Greig has turned to prayer as the basis 
for everything he does. He is the founder of the 24/7 Prayer movement, a   
collection of people who made sure that prayer never paused between them 
all. His prayer work has reached countries all over the world, transforming the 
lives of clubbers in Ibiza to the destitute in places such as Mexico and Delhi. 
As far as prayer goes, Pete Greig is the right person to ask. He’s seen it all 
because he’s done it all.  

There are few people as passionate about prayer. If you have ever met   
someone who is totally and utterly passionate about something, you’ll know 
that it can be infectious in their presence. Spend time with someone           
passionate about books and you’ll come away with a reading list; hang out 
with someone passionate about sports and you’ll end up understanding the 
intricacies of the offside rule. Spend time listening to Pete Greig and you’ll 
soon understand why prayer is so important to him. 

Passionate people can’t help but share their passion. For Pete Greig, seeing 
how much prayer has changed his life has given him a wild enthusiasm for 
everyone to experience it first-hand.  

How to Pray guides you through prayer with confidence and clarity. No       
jargon, no nonsense, no difficulty.  

Just a simple guide to prayer in normal, everyday language.  
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER - Praying Jesus' Way (Cover to Cover Bible Study 
Guide) by Selwyn Hughes, Ian Sewter. Publisher: CWR.  £3.99 

Discover how the Lord's Prayer – so seemingly simple – encompasses every 
aspect of prayer and how praying in line with it will give you a more powerful 
and effective prayer life. 

U See God as your loving Father more clearly 

U Submit to His will more joyfully 

U Increase your joy by forgiving and receiving forgiveness. 

Over these seven studies, made for both individual and groups, you find the 
material to help you dive deeper into the most known prayer of all time. 

Books available from The Christian Bookshop, Launceston  

Open: Tues - Sat.  9.00am - 5.00pm. Tel: 01566 772047 
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SAYINGS FROM THE BIBLE 
 Many sayings from the bible are used in everyday speech, this 
story is just an example of some of them......there are many others! 
 

Andrew tried to follow the straight and narrow path (Matthew chapter 7 
verses 13 – 14) but was occasionally led into temptation (Lords Prayer)  
Fortunately he was saved by the skin of his teeth (Job chapter 19 verse 
20) by a Good Samaritan (Luke chapter 10 verses 30 – 37) and did not go 
the way of all flesh (Genesis chapter 6 verse 12)  Unfortunately a leopard 
cannot change his spots (Jeremiah chapter 13 verse 23) and he committed 
a crime forgetting that the love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 
chapter 6 verse 10)   He was caught red-handed as you can’t take it with 
you  (Ecclesiastes chapter 5 verse 15) and was at his wits end (Psalm 107 
verse 27) as to what to do about it.  He turned to a friend for help but 
unfortunately it was a case of the blind leading the blind (Matthew     
chapter 5 verse 14) and the writing was on the wall (Daniel chapter 5 
verse 5) But never one to hide his light under a bushel (Matthew chapter 5 
verse 15) he found that a soft answer turns away wrath (Proverbs chapter 
15 verse 1) and he was able to remove the fly in the ointment (Ecclesiastes 
chapter 10 verse 1) and proved himself to be the salt of the earth. 
(Matthew chapter 5 verse 13) 
 
Note from the editorial team – 
We challenge readers to use sayings from the bible to write their own 
stories which we would be pleased to publish in Spotlight.  Go on, have a 
go! 

THY KINGDOM COME 

OPEN CHURCHES 

  St Stephens 30 May;         Tregadillett 31 May;   

  Salvation Army 1 June;      Gateway 2 June; 

  Altarnun 3 June;                Central 4 June; 

  St Mary’s 5 June;               St Stephens 6 June; 

  Bridge 7 June;                    St Thomas 8 June. 


